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Abstract

Differentiation of ‘Byeonsang (4#41)" according to
Meaning and Type

Park, Dowha *

Paintings called ‘Byeonsang’ or ‘Byeonsangdo’ show the contents of scripture visually.
This article theoretically reviews the meaning of ‘Byeonsang(Transformation Tableaux)
which is the genre where text and drawing coexist from the perspective of form or contents. It
reviews the meaning of Byeonsang, how it is inherited and abstracted and the differentiation
aspects of types from structural perspective focusing on the correlation betweenb
‘Byeonmun (Transformation Texts) and 'Sokgang (%3 i#; Popular Preach).

Out of old documents discovered in Mogao Cavel7 of Dunhuang, Gangchang Literature
(GEMESCE) written in colloquial language where verses and poems were mixed has
commonly been called as ‘Byeonmun’. It is the literature not for reading but for narration (
[13). Out of such narration, Sokgang which is the lecture of scripture for common people
in temples in era of Wudai in late Tang dynasty (&K 7.X) is the most famous one. Sokgang
Monks (Narrator) added figure of speeches or vulgar stories for popularity or entertainment
and sometimes they used pictures. The contents that the narrator newly added are Byeonmun
and the drawing of such transformation texts is Byeonsang. The most representative cases
showing the relationship of Byeonmun, Byeonsang and Sokgang are <Daemokgeonryeon
myeonggan gumo byeonmun byeong do ilgwon byeong seo (A H iz i B[R L83 50 A
il —48 F£J¥ ; Transformation Texts on Mahamaudgalyayana Rescuing His Mother from
the Underworld, With Pictures, One Scroll, With Preface> and <Hangma byeonsang

* Connoisseur of Cultural Heritage, Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea - Adjunct Professor of dongguk

University.
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hwagwon(FFEE 5 A5 4%, P4524 ; The transformation scroll illustrated with the contest of
superrnatural powers between Sariputra and Raudraksa)>.

Although oral statement (I175) is variable and progressing, the dependence on oral
statement becomes weakened and the contents are fixed once it is recorded in written text.
It is directly related to disappearance of narration and it means that the relationship between
Byeonsang and Sokgang becomes weakened.

As the connection between Byeonmun and Sokgang became weakened, the aspects
of Byeosang were changed. Byeonsang was developed into various forms such as scripture
painting, wall painting and altar portrait of Buddha. But the efficacy of Byeonsang was
reduced from the perspective of original meaning, and Byeonsang took independent
traces which was not parallel with Byeomun. After Sung Dynasty, the importance of
preaching scene became bigger and then after Yuan the preaching scene was separated from
Byeongsangdo.

The picture which does not have effects of storytelling by narration which is inherent
characteristic of Byeosangdo cannot be called Byeonsangdo anymore. Out of pictures
inserted in Buddhist Scriptures, illustrations or pictures parallel to texts can be seen as the
closest to the original meaning. However, such Gyeongjeonbyeonsangdo(Transformati
on Tableaux inserted in Buddhist Scriptures) or Byeonsangdo in form of altar portrait of
Buddha does not have the characteristic of storytelling by narration so to speak Sokgang.

‘Byeonsangdo’ in modern times has simple meaning only such as ‘Visualization of Scripture’
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