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Abstract

The Reception of the Zhong Yao Style
in the Calligraphy of Kim Sang-suk and it's Signification

Ryu Seungmin®

A renowned calligrapher during the latter half of the Joseon Dynasty, Kim Sang-suk (5
F, 1717-1792) was widely admired among his contemporaries for his ‘small standard script
(’M5), which was inspired by the style developed by the great Chinese calligrapher Zhong
Yao (§ifi%#, 151-230). Generally referred to as ‘standard scripts in the style of Zhong Yao' or
‘Jixia scripts (£ F#&), the scripts Kim used in his calligraphic works were regarded as rare
and received high praise.

Kim Sang-suk explored ‘the ancient principle of Wei-Jin period (2% t1%), paying
particular attention to the scripts of Zhong Yao rather than to the style of the Two Wangs (—
1:). Kim's choice was all the more extraordinary given that most of his peers were interested
in the style of Wang Xizhi (307-365). Among his many works, Guguisong (%] £</4, the
Odle for Chrysanthemum, 1757) is a representative example of how he went beyond merely
copying Zhdng Yao's standard scripts to create his own style. Indeed, his exploration of
Zhong Yao's style continued into the last phase of his life.

While Kim's contemporary literati calligraphers, such as Lee Gwang-sa (4=,
1705~1777) and Kang Se-hwang ([l %, 1713~1791), focused on the Style of the Two Wangs
and recognized it as the “End of Calligraphy,” his comrades, namely, Lee In-sang (=i,
1710~1760), Song Moon-heum (‘4 2 #, 1710~1752), and Lee Yun-young (4l 7k, 1714~1759)
among others succeeded in embodying a unique style in their own specialized calligraphic
works. Such artworks in the middle of 18"-century Joseon are a profound reflection of
the commitment of the Confucians of the Eastern Han Dynasty (25~220), who recognized
appropriate models of the ancient Chinese cultural tradition by Kim and his comrades. This
distinctive phase of the literati culture of 18th-century Joseon has barely been discussed to

date and requires further in-depth research and elucidation.

* Cultural heritage appraisal committee member at the Cultural Heritage Administration (Dept. of Cultural

Appraisal, Incheon Port)
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