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Abstract

A Master and A Disciple
Danwongi and Danwongi Uilbon - Biographies of
Kim Hong-do(1745-1816?) by Kang Se-hwang(1713-1791)

Byun Young-sup *

This study focuses on the relationship between Kang Se-hwang (a.k.a. Pyoam, 1713-
1791) and Kim Hong-do (a.k.a. Danwon, 1745-1816?), the two of the greatest artists of late
Joseon who were a master and his disciple and close fellow painters.

Kang has been generally regarded as the "chief of the art world" who excelled his
contemporaries in the areas of poetry, calligraphy, painting, and even criticism while his
disciple, Kim Hong-do, was the "backbone of the painters community" who was admired for
opening up new ground in traditional Korean painting, producing a wealth of masterpieces.

The two great artists maintained close, friendly relations, and produced quite a large
amount of records about their relationship and art which are now regarded as extremely
valuable regarding the Korean art history. Among them Danwongi and Danwongi uilbon are
particularly important. The two texts contain brief biographical episodes providing various
important aspects of Kim Hong-do's life and art. The highlights of the texts include vivid
descriptions of Kang Se-hwang's own writing of the master-disciple relationship between the

two great artists.

My friendship with Saneung [i.e. Kim Hong-do] is consisted of three important stages.
The first stage began when he was young(seven or eight years old), and became my pupil. I

regarded him highly for his talent and taught him art(i# i) among others. In the second stage,

* Professor, Dept. of Archaeology and Art History, College of Humanities, Korea University
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we served in the same government office, meeting each other every morning and evening.
Finally I began to feel that he was my friend and colleague as we were engaged in the world of

art.

In general, researchers suffer a lack of information about court painters of the Joseon
Dynasty, and therefore their access to the their art is rather limited, resulting in knowledge
vague and superficial. Contrastingly, Kim Hong-do left a large amount of information about
his life and art, helping readers understand how he started his career as a painter, how his
works were regarded among art lovers of his time, what his art was aiming at, and how he was
communicated with his contemporary men of letters. That there is a wealth of paintings and
records survived today is great luck not just for the artist but for today's art lovers.

As shown by postscripts Kang Se-hwang wrote on Kim Hong-do's genre paintings,
Kim Hong-do depicted various scenes of everyday life led by people of late Joseon with his
paintings and Kang Se-hwang with his writings. Both the literati artist and the court painter
captured universality of East Asian paintings and particularity of Korean cultural heritage,
while maintaining active communications between themselves.

There was a wide gap between the two in age and social status, but each was a very
important being to the other in terms of their art. Therefore, their researchers need to be able
to share knowledge and information about their art, and explore deeper meaning of their
works by focusing on the essence and spirit of art. Only then the works of Kim Hong-do and

other court painters will be better understood.
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