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Abstract

A Study on Stupas Built in the Shape of an Ordination Platform

-Appearance and Representation of Stupas Built in the Shape of an Ordination Platform -

Yeo, Isook *

This study focuses on the stupas built in the shape of a Buddhist ordination platform
that emerged during the late Goryeo Period to replace the octagonal stupas of the earlier
period, which had been the main form of such Buddhist monuments in Korea after the Three
Kingdoms Period (57 B.C.E - 668). The main discussion guides readers to the origins of the
stupa, the symbolism of its shape, the ideology behind Buddhist sariras, and the arrival and
development of Zen Buddhism, represented by such eminent monks as Jigong, Naong and

Taego.

The stupas of the late Goryeo Period were not ordinary reliquary monumental
structures but were rather inspired by the traditional Buddhist ordination platform, which
symbolizes the Buddhist Law as preserved through formal ceremonies, as well as sarira
pagodas. The stupa also contributed to the development of Buddhist art by adopting a new
monumental structure inspired by the traditional ordination platform based on the belief that
"an enlightened monk is not different from Buddha", an idea of Zen Buddhism introduced
during the late Goryeo Period. In conclusion, stupas with the shape of an ordination platform
symbolized the tradition of worshipping those who achieved enlightenment by discovering
the Buddhahood in their own nature as well as the determination of Buddhist followers to

preserve the Korean Zen Buddhist tradition.

* Researcher, GYEORE INSTITUTE OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
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