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Abstract

A Study of the Production and Collection of Ganji Inscribed
Celadons during the Late Goryeo Period

Kim, Yun-jeong *

This study focuses on the characteristic features and production dates of the inscribed
celadon works of late Goryeo after they are classified into six categories according to the
contents of the inscriptions. The studied vessels are compared with each other regarding
the content of inscriptions, forms, decoration, shape of foot-ring, firing props, location of
inscription and marking methods to trace their production dates. The comparison reveals
that the vessels with Ganji (i.e. the Chinese sexagenary cycle) inscriptions were made
later than those related with Daoism and officials close to the Goryeo's royal family and
earlier than the vessels related with Confucian ceremonies and those inscribed with the
names of government offices that used them. In other words, the celadon vessels with Ganji
inscriptions are conjectured to have been made between 1329 and 1355. Researches also
reveal that these celadon vessels were made not for any specified users but for the entire
royal court of Goryeo. They were made to be collected once a year, kept in the offices of
royal finance and used for various ceremonial occasions held at the royal court. Finally,
that only those vessels produced between 1329 and 1355 and in 1389 had Ganji inscriptions
seems to have been related with the production and collection system for the celadon vessels
made in this period. The proposed conclusion of the study is that the inscriptions were made
according to a direction of the supervisory government official (Gyujeonggwan) newly
appointed in 1330 as part of the reorganization of the offices of royal finance, that wanted
more effective management of the celadon vessels produced for the use in the Goryeo's royal

court.

*

Assistant Professor, Department of Cultural Properties of Yong In University
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