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Abstract

Characteristics of Arhat Paintings of Goryeo Dynasty

Shin, Kwanghee *

The Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392) is marked by the development and mass production
of Korea's own Arhat paintings on various themes. The Arhat paintings were produced
for various purposes, such as praying for rain, long healthy life, fortune and virtue, and
national protection. These Arhat paintings produced in Goryeo Dynasty have some unique
technical elements such as the combined use of ink painting and gold, although they were
basically received some techniques introduced from early Chinese Arhat paintings. The
arhat paintings also feature different techniques compared with those applied to other
Buddhist paintings produced in the same period. Most of the Goryeo Arhat paintings have
some influence from the works of the Five Dynasties and Song Dynasty, but the imported
techniques and iconographies were then creatively developed into Goryeo's own which were
preserved for later generations. Such development led Goryeo painters to the production
of some of the greatest Arhat paintings ever appeared in East Asia, such as The Five
Hundred Arhats for which one Arhat was painted on each scroll and The Shakyamuni Triad
and Sixteen Arhats focusing on a single theme of worship offering. In addition, The Five
Hundred Arhats collected in Chion-in in Kyoto, Japan, is known to have originated from
Northern Song, and hence regarded as a valuable source of knowledge of the Arhat portraits
of Northern Song as well as their influence upon the Arhat portraits of Southern Song. In
conclusion, we could see the importance and characteristic features of Arhat paintings of

Goryeo Dynasty.

* Post-doctoral Fellow at Seoul National University
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