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Abstract

Seated Wooden Bodhisattva of Bogwangsa Temple
and Monk-sculptor Choan

Choisunil *

This paper is a study of the wooden sculpture of seated Ksitigarbha located in the
Daebang Hall of Bogwangsa, Sokcho, Gangwon-do, and the monk-sculptor Choan who
created it. According to the votive inscription found inside the statue, with a text describing
the circumstances and purpose of its creation, the seated Ksitigarbha was made in 1654 by
Choan to house it in Anyangam Hermitage of Geumgangsa Temple.

In 1659, Choan rendered another statue of Ksitigarbha and that of Ten Kings of Hell for
Geumtapsa Temple in Goheung, Jeonnam, together with the head monk-sculptor Samin. The
seated Ksitigarbha of Bogwangsa was repaired, nearly a century later, in 1740, by Choheum
and Pungtaek. Choheum was a monk-painter who painted the Gwaebuldo (outdoor banner
painting) of Hakdoam Hermitage in Seoul (1739).

The wooden statue 46cm in height, and represents bareheaded Ksitigarbha, so-called as
seongmunbigu. The upper body is slightly projected forward, and the two hands, separately
created and added to the body, are gathered in a mudra, with the thumb of one touching
the tall finger of the other. The face has sharp angles, and the eyes are represented by two
thin slits with a cylindrical nose and a mouth lit by a small smile. Ksitigarbha dons two
layers robes, the inner robe and the outer robe. The inner robe, visible behind one hand of
Ksitigarbha, grabbing and holding up the outer robe, hangs obliquely and covers the elbows
and abdomen, then stretches to the left shoulder. One end of the outer robe hangs from the

left shoulder falls vertically and overlaps with the other end from the right side over the lap.

* Cultural Connoisseur, Cultural Heritage Administration
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The skirt covering the lower half of the body is shown flowing loosely, following the drapery
style popular since the mid-17th century. The upper inner robe is bundled horizontally and
has lotus petal-shaped folds along the top edge. The backside of the statue has details such as
an end of the outer robe continuing around the nape, and another end of it descending from
the left shoulder down the back torso.

Similar wooden seated Ksitigarbha, having similar facial traits and garment details,
housed in Baegyangsa Temple in Jangseong, Jeonnam. Based on stylistic similarities,
Beaygansa wooden seated Ksitigarbha appears to have been rendered around1640 and 1650,

by Choan or another monk-sculptor sharing the latter’s lineage.

109



	속초 普光寺 〈목조지장보살좌상〉과 彫刻僧 草安
	Ⅰ. 머리말
	Ⅱ. 속초 보광사 木造地藏菩薩坐像과 發願文 및 腹藏物
	Ⅲ. 조각승 草安의 활동과 그 系譜 및 佛像 樣式
	Ⅳ. 맺음말
	참고문헌
	국문초록
	Abstract


