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Abstract

Jangmyeongdeung Lamps of Joseon Royal Graveyards

Kim Mingyu *

The Jangmyeongdeung (Chin.: changmingdeng) is a Buddhist lamp that had been in

use in China, since prior to the Tang Dynasty (618-907). These lamps were placed either
inside the main sanctuary of a temple or in front of a pagoda. Better known in Korea, as
“seokdeung,” they are widely found not only inside temple prayer halls or in front of a
pagoda, but also in graveyards. Jangmyeongdeung were placed in a king's graveyard, starting
late 14th century, which corresponds to the late Goryeo Dynasty.

While Goryeo stonemasons had worked on the graveyard of King Gongmin of
Goryeo (1374), the Joseon correspondents implicated a new style of Jangmyeongdeung with
octagonal cross-sections; a design had been elaborated after researching on stone graveyard
structures of Silla and Goryeo. They also continued the preceding Goryeo tradition of
holding Yeondeunghoe(also known as Lotus Lantern Ceremoniy), which was the original,
practical purpose of Jangmyeongdeung.

Large portions in Gukjooryeui(Five Rites of State) proves that Joseon successors had
made stone structures for royal graveyards in reduced scale. The scales had followed the most
venerated rulers’ such as Taejo and Sejong because the prestige of each king who successes
also depends on that predecessors. King Sukjong, meanwhile, followed the sizes of stone
structures in Hureung, the graveyard of Jeongjong which was particularly unassuming and
modest, and this initiative has been known as the “simplification of stone structures.”

Jangmyeongdeung were constructed for the graveyards of some forty rulers of Joseon
over a period of five hundred years. Therefore, understanding the way it developed over
time could also offer important insights into the styles of other Joseon stone structures such
as those in royal palaces and in graveyards of the scholar-official class, as well as Buddhist
stone structures in temples.

* Kansong Art Museum curator
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