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Abstract

The Late-Silla Standing Rock-cliff Buddha of Chiin-ri, Hapcheon

JiKang-yi *

The goal of this study is to determine when the standing rock-cliff Buddha located
in Jungbong Peak of Gayasan Mountain (Chiin-ri, Hapcheon-gun, Gyeongsangnam-do),
upslope from Haeinsa Temple, was created and to establish the circumstances and purpose of
its creation. This paper argues that the Chiin-ri Buddha is a late Silla sculpture inheriting the
stylistic tradition of mid-Silla and dates its creation to sometime in the mid-9th century.

While Amitabha Buddha sculptures from the mid-Unified Silla period most often have
the thumb and index of the right hand touching each other, those from the late Unified Silla
period tend to have the thumb and the tall finger touching each other; a detail believed to
reflect certain changes in the belief system of Pure Land Buddhism.

The Chiin-ri Buddha, given its location in a remote mountainous area and Gayasan
Mountain’s reputation as a spiritual retreat site, was probably a statue created for those who
came there seeking spiritual growth.

Meanwhile, the reason why a sculpture of Amitabha Buddha was created at a retreat site
should be looked for in the Huayan doctrine of Buddhism. First of all, Haeinsa was a temple
of Huayan Buddhism, and in the Avatamsaka Sutra, the main scripture of this Buddhist
denomination, the faithful are urged to attain enlightenment by becoming reborn in the
Western Paradise of Amitabha Buddha and seeing Amitabha with one’s own eyes. Hence,
there seems to be ample evidence suggesting that the Chiin-ri sculpture of Amitabha Buddha

was created for Buddhists visiting this area on a spiritual retreat.

* Lecturer of Art History at Dong-A University
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