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Abstract

Solgeo : His Social Status, Active Period, and Artistic Style

Hwi-Joon AHN *

Solgeo is the most representative painter of ancient Korea as witnessed by the brief

biographical record in Samguk Sagi(History of the Three Kingdoms). According to the
record, he painted Old Pine-tree on the wall of the main hall, Hwangyong-sa Temple,
Avalokitesvara at Bunhwang-sa Temple and Vimalakirti at Dansok-sa Temple, which attests
that he excelled both in secular landscape painting and Buddhist fiqure painting.

Of the works executed by Solgeo, the Old Pine-tree is the most well known among
Koreans. The record on Solgeo in Samguk Sagi conveys that, confused of the painted pine-
tree as a real one, different kinds of birds used to bump into the wall painting only to fall
down. This suggests that the painting was extremely realistic, vivid, and colorful.

Besides these rather vague and somewhat legendary stories, little has been clarified
about his social status, active period, and artistic style of his painting. The author has

attempted to pin down these issues on Solgeo as follows.

First, he was not a monk painter but a secular artist.

Second, he was a professional painter working at the royal academy of art, Jeonchae-
seo(or Chaejeon)

Third, he was most active in the eighth century, Unified Silla period

Fourth, his masterpiece, the Old Pine-tree was executed in the manner of blue-and
-green landscape painting firmly established by such artists as Li Ssti-hstin and his son Li
Chao-tao of T'ang China.

Fifth, the Old Pine-tree was done on the outward surface of the eastern wall of the

Central Main Hall, Hwangyoug-sa Temple, Gyeong-ju.

* Professor Emeritus, Deparment of Archaeology and Art History, College of Humanities, Seoul National

University
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