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Abstract

Three-story Stone Pagoda with Inscriptions of
Obongsa Temple in Asan, Chungnam

Jeong Eun-woo * and Kim Ji-hyeon #*

A three-story stone pagoda stands outside the Daeungjeon, the main worship hall, of
Obongsa, a Buddhist temple located in Asan, Chungcheongnam-do, With its main body
mounted on a two-tiered stone base, the three-story pagoda is missing the finial and the
foundation stones, The pagoda has a series of inscriptions incised on the top surface of the
cover slab of its upper base stone, including a date inscription that reads “Onghui (Yongxi in
Chinese) fourth year” and others indicating the name of the sponsorwho commissioned and
financed its construction and names of stone workers who constructed it. According to this
eightline epigraph, containing fifty-five total characters, the pagoda was created in February
of 987, by the initiative of the family of a certain Jeong Hong-ryeom, a devout Buddhist
who was then the administrator of the County of Tangjeong-gun. The epigraph also lists
the names and titles of people involved in the project, We learn from it that Daebaeksa was
the stonemason, and Deokdal was the monk who supervised the project. “Daebaeksa,
however, is a generic term for an artisan, which was used during the Unified Silla period

and fell out of currency after the early Goryeo period. This name, therefore, appears to

* Professor, Dept, of Archaeology and Art History, Dong-A University

** Lecturer of Art History at Dongguk University at Gyeongju and Dong-A University

98 obl oA AFE AR WE 24



comprehensively refer to all builders and artisans who were involved in the construction
of this temple; in other words, not just the pagoda, but also the temple itself, including the
Buddhist sculptures and temple bells housed in it,

The inscriptions of the Obongsa Temple pagoda, providing the precise date of
construction of this early Goryeo stone pagoda along with the list of people involved,
including the sponsors and artisans, are invaluable for the insights they offer into the general
circumstances surrounding the creation of this pagoda. These inscriptions, meanwhile,
could also assist with the periodization of early Goryeo stone pagodas, understanding of

their stylistic evolution and the identification of their sponsors.
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