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Abstract

A Study on Ceramic Jantak(#4t) of Goryeo Period

Lee Yun-jin

Jantak(4E), the theme of the study, were shaped like a footed plate and used as a
saucer, When used with a cup as a set, it is called ‘Takjan(#t2). The ceramic Jantak, found to
have been produced in the Three Kingdoms, Goryeo, and Joseon periods, has never been
researched as a separate theme, but it is a good example that shows social background,
ceramic production skills, and food culture of the periods when the ceramic was produced,
and the taste of people who used it. Especially during the Goryeo period, Jantak was
produced in large quantities at kilns, The role and figurative characteristics of Jantak of the
Goryeo period can be perceived through ‘Janjwa(ZJ#), the cup saucer,

Firstly, names related to Jantak, found in medieval Korean and Chinese documentary
sources, are quite varied, The names contained characters such as ‘tak(4t ), ‘dae( 4 Jor
‘ban( # ¥vhich means ‘support, and the name ‘Jantak( %t ) seems to have first appeared
sometime during the Song Dynasty and stayed in currency thereafter, Ceramic Jantak started
to be produced in Goryeo kilns in the Korean peninsula, when the Yue ware technique
was transmitted from China, during the Five Dynasties period, Meanwhile, from writings
like Goryeosa(History of the Goryeo Dynasty), Goryeodogyeong(Gaolitujing: ‘Tllustrated
Account of Goryeo) and Seonwoncheonggyu(Chanyuanginggui: “The Pure Rule for the Chan
Monastery ), one learns that Jantak were exchanged as diplomatic gifts or used as ritual
vessels,

Goryeo ceramic Jantak were quite varied in shape and decorative surface motifs since
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early years of production, The shape of a Jantak, as it is usually closely related to the type
of surface motifs, their position and the decorative techniques used, is a great indicator
for understanding the characteristics of popular surface motifs in each period. Ceramic
Jantak, produced around the middle of the 10th century, under Chinese influence, showed
the influences of various different Chinese kilns, Between the 12th and 13th centuries,
ceramic Jantak were produced in Goryeo, in more parts of the country, and their quality was
increasingly differentiated, During this period, Goryeo Jantak also started to show more
distinct local characteristics, Between the late Goryeo and the early Joseon period, Korean
Jantak exhibited transition characteristics, and this stylistic evolution continued throughout

the Joseon period.
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