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Abstract

Thousand-Armed Avalokitesvara of Turfan in the Collection of the
State Hermitage Museum of St. Petersburg

Cho Sungkum *

This study stemmed from the curiosity I felt about the iconographic origin of the
representation of the Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara, an esoteric Avalokitesvara, and her
attendants and other figures surrounding her,

The iconographic source of the Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara and her retinue of
twenty-eight is generally believed to be Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara-related sutras,
such as the Thousand-Hand, Thousand-Eye Guan Yin Great Compassion Dharani Sttra (T
FH SR B HEEHL), But, none of these sutras actually contains information related to the
iconography or iconographic origin of the Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara of Turfan in the
collection of the Hermitage Museum of St, Petersburg,

This painting features, alongside the Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara and her
attendants, the Five Buddhas and the Uyghur man who commissioned the painting, The
retinue includes several figures, apart from known attendant Buddhas of the Thousand-
armed Avalokitesvara such as Vasu and S$ri-mahddevi, and the purpose of this study is
to trace them back to their iconographic sources, I was able to identify the iconographic
sources of the Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara having the Five Buddhas, Vasu and Sri-

mahadevi, and other Bodhisattvas and kings in the Eight Petaled Hall, Hall of Space, Lotus

* Ph, D, Candidate, Dongguk University
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Hall and the Simyeong Hall in the Garbhadhdtu Mandala, based on the Mahavairocana Sutra
(Mahavairocanabhisambod-hi-vikrvitadhisthana-vaipulya-sutrendra-raja-namadharma-
paryaya), Hence, the iconographic origin of the Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara of the
Hermitage Museum proved to be the Mahavairocana Sutra, and its exact iconographic
source was the Garbhadhdatu Mandala,

As for the time of its creation, based on the colors of the Bezeklik Caves of Turfan and
clothes worn by the faithful depicted on the murals in the Caves, and through comparison
with the Buddhist sculptures discovered in Turfan, T have dated the Thousand-armed
Avalokitesvara to the mid-10" century to the early 11th century,

As the background to the creation of this Buddhist painting centered on the Thousand-
armed Avalokitesvara, I have discussed how there was a popular cult of the Thousand-
armed Avalokitesvara across the Turfan region, as attested to by the translation of the
Thousand-Hand, Thousand-Eye Guan Yin Great Compassion Dhdrani Sitra into Uyghur and
the wide circulation of this translated version, I have also mentioned of the strong support
for esoteric Buddhism from Tang emperors, the fact that the Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara
is a Bodhisattva symbolizing mercy and benevolence, and the fact that the Mahavairocana
Sutra was brought in the region through the north piedmont of Tianshan,

I have examined two different types of paintings of the Thousand-armed
Avalokitesvara from the Central Asian region: paintings, ostensibly based on the Hall of
Space in the Garbhadhdtu Mandala, which incorporate most of its elements including the
Five Buddhas, and those others borrowing only a few of its elements. The results of this
examination indicate that those paintings borrowing only some of the elements of the
Garbhadhatu Mandala were created before the 10" century, mainly in the Dunhuang region
- except Mogao Cave 39 and Bezeklik Cave 41. Meanwhile, those incorporating most of
the elements of the Garbhadhdtu Mandala such as the Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara of
the Hermitage Museum and murals in Mogao Cave 3 were created after the 10" century,
The two types appear, however, to be clearly based on the Garbhadhdtu Mandala, as they
both feature Vasu and $ri-mahdadevT as the left and right attendants of the Thousand-armed
Avalokitesvara,

The Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara of the Hermitage Museum is significant in that
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it not only re-arranges the universe of the Garbhadhdtu Mandala, centering it around the
Thousand-armed Avalokitesvara, but it is also richly informative of Buddhist paintings of
the Uyghur kingdom of Turfan, in the inclusion of the Thousand Buddhas of Mahayana
Buddhism as well as in the featuring of the painting's commissioner; a characteristic aspect

of Turfan Buddhist paintings,
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