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Abstract

A Study on Paintings of Mount Kumgang for the Yi Royal-Family

Lee Youngsoo *

In the early 20th century, images of Kumgang Mountains made their appearance in
paintings and craft items for the royal-family of Yi, following Japan's annexation of Joseon,
This paper examines the Kumgang Mountains landscape mural painting in Huijeong Hall(5
Ei) of Changdeok Palace(B{#E) by Kim Kyujin(4 324, 1868-1933) and landscape paintings
by Yi Doyoung(®@=ig4, 1884-1933), transposed onto the mother-of-pearl lacquerware
furniture in the collection of the Dong-a University Museum, The purpose of this paper is
to seek for the significance of the Kumgang Mountains landscape theme for the historical
context at that time and how this traditional landscape theme was rendered during this
period of transition,

During the Japanese colonial rule, the Kumgang Mountains held two opposite
significances for Korean people. Upon the annexation of Joseon, the Japanese colonial
administration actively promoted tourism in the Kumgang Mountains in a bid to show to the
outside world that the country was now part of the empire of Japan. For Korean people, on
the other hand, the Kumgang Mountains took on an increasing significance as a symbol of
national spirit,

In 1920, after one year from the March 1st Independence Movement of 1919, the

Kumgang Mountains landscape paintings were placed on the wall of Huijeong Hall of

* Lecturer at Myongji University
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Changdeok Palace. The choice of the Kumgang Mountains landscape for a palace mural
at a time cannot be a pure accident, especially when there was a renewed patriotic fervor
among Korean people. Even though the decision was made by the colonial administration,
the Yi royal-family had intention in this matter, The royal house must, therefore, have been
aware of the symbolic importance of Kumgang Mountains for Korean people and how
it could effectively embody Korea's national spirit before the international community, It
was, meanwhile, possible for this painting to become prominently displayed in Changdeok
Palace, in part thanks to the so-called cultural policy adopted by the colonial administration
in the wake of the March 1st Independence Movement; an event that spelled the end of the
iron-fisted militaristic rule of Josen.,

This painting was created under the patronage of the royal house, Kim Kyujin
personally traveled to the Kumgang Mountains and painted the landscape based on the
sketches he made and photographs of Mount Kumgang from other sources, The resulting
painting, modern and realistic, was quite distinct from other landscape works on this
mountain from previous eras, In this paper I have explored the original stlye of Kim Kyujin
on his mural paintings, by examining his travel essays and sketches appeared in the Maeil
Shinbo(fHH#H) and comparing them with photographs of the Kumgang Mountains
published around this time,

The two royal house furnishing items in the collection of the Dong-a University
Museum, namely, the mother-of-pearl lacquer wardrobe and bed, are believed to have been
made sometime in the late 1930s by an artisan Kim Jingap &#%(1900-1972). The Kumgang
Mountain landscapes on the surface of these two pieces of furniture bear the signature of Yi
Doyoung, which makes them valuable resources in studying his artistic style.

The images of the Guryong WaterfallJUgEH!) and Samseon Rocks(Z=fli#) on the
wardrobe, in mother-of-pearl mosaic, are evocative of Yi Doyoung' s woodblock print works,
in its abrupt lines and angles, as though created by a carving knife, Meanwhile, the images of
the Manmulsang(&#4H) and the view of Pine tree Island(f25) in Haegeumgang Ip-seok(if#4:
il 57.4), found on the bed frame, are in gently-curved lines and have meticulous details, This
style is reminiscent of Japanese-style landscape paintings on the Kumgang Mountains that

were presented in the Joseon Art Exhibition, These images are also similar to the Kumgang
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Mountains landscape motifs popularly seen in craft items displayed in the same Exhibition
during the 1930s, The landscape images on the mother-of-pearl wardrobe are simpler than
those on the bed frame, but echo more directly the style of Yi Doyoung, The images of
the Kumgang Mountains on the mother-of-pearl bed frame also display a strong Japanese

influence, unlike those on the wardrobe,
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