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Abstract

Sojo-Portrait Paintings of the Late Joseon Dynasty and the Role of
the Bukhakpa in the Development of This Genre

Kim Hyunkwon *

‘Sojo¢’M#), meaning literally small-size portraits, are distinct from ceremonial portraits
like official court portraits not just in their size, Sojo laid greater emphasis on personal and
emotional aspects of the portrayed subject than did the latter, Basic portrait techniques for
accurately depicting the subject have been used also for sojo portraits, At the same time, sojo
portraits tend to actively integrate compositions and techniques of general figure paintings;
something which cannot be found for official portraits,

Sojo portrait painting began in Joseon, during the early 18" century, among members
of its literati class, including those belonging to the political parties of Buggin (Northerners),
Namin (Southerners), and Soron (Young Doctrine). This is in part because these people were
flexible thinkers and were less dictated by imperatives of the real world, Most members of
those political parties were politically unsuccessful and marginalized, devoting their lives
to classical studies and literature, The emergence of sojo heralded a new liberal style of
portraiture of scholar-officials, and the style of sojo, in time, became further liberal,

Later toward the late 18" century, members of the Bukhakpa (a group who advocated

to learn from China) who traveled to Beijing brought back Qing-dynasty sojo portraits,

* Cultural heritage appraisal committee member at the Cultural Heritage Administration (Dept. of Cultural

Heritage Appraisal, Incheon Port)
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galvanizing the production of sojo in Joseon and played an important role in introducing
diverse forms of sojo. It is also people of the Bukhakpa who introduced paintings by
the Bochen school and the Yangzhou school that led Qing-dynasty portrait paintings to
Joseon, But, as demonstrated by how Lee Deokmu misunderstood the sojo portraits by
Zhu Delin(#i#£#%), Bukhakpa people were not, from the outset, well-versed in this genre of
painting. That being said, members of the Bukhakpa eventually developed a discerning
eye for sojo portraiture and showed an increasingly keen interest in this genre, in time,
This is confirmed by the exchange that Park Jega and Yu Deukgong had with Chen Sen(b
#) as well. The incorporation of the style of Qing sojo paintings into Joseon sojo paintings,
therefore, took place in a manner proportional to the progress in understanding of this new
painting style, When one compares early sojo works like the portrait of Kang Sehwang by
Han Jongyu (Portrait of Pyoam at the Age of Sixty-nine) with later ones like Portrait of a
Scholar, one easily realizes that a major change took place in the style of sojo in Joseon, over
time,

The production of sojo, meanwhile, was far from widespread in Joseon which, as a
society, held a highly dogmatic view on the art of portraiture in which the resemblance of
a portrait to the painted subject was of paramount importance, Yet, sojo injected meaning
into a portrait in a way other portrait painting genres could not, Unlike in the official
court portraits of so-called meritorious retainers in which the subject is represented in a
hieratic attitude like a religious icon, sojo was a genre capable of endowing paintings with
metaphorical or symbolic expressions, which offered insights into the inner world of a
subject, captured the gist of a historical event and gave concrete shapes to personal hopes

and dreams,
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