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Abstract

Joseon Porcelain Epitaph Tablets:
Their Evolution and Characteristics

Kim Se-jin *

The goal of the custom of burying a Jiseok, the epitaph tablet recording the
chronology of the dead was to pass down his or her feat to next generations, associating with
the person and tombstone, Information recorded in this epitaph table included the name
of the deceased, place of origin of his or her family, his or her ancestral genealogy, dates of
birth and death, government offices held and biographical timeline, family members, and
the location and orientation of the tomb. As introducing the tradition of stone epitaph tablets
from China, there were many stone epitaph tablets during the Goryeo period, But porcelain
epitaph tablets started to be produced during the Joseon period. This paper investigates
the characteristics of the social classes along the Neo- Confucian lifestyle, according to the
change and characteristics, accepting Zhu Xi's Principles for Home Rites,

There are two factors in the background of the production of the porcelain epitaph
tablet during the Joseon period, First, as accepting Zhu Xi's Principles for Home Rites,
Confucian funeral services system started to become widely practiced in society of the
Joseon, This, in turn, appears to have made the burial of an epitaph tablet a widespread
practice, From the early 18"century, there was the increase of the population belonging

to the upper class(yangban), spread of their consciousness, in consequence, more people

* Department of Archaeology and Art-history Graduate School, Chungbuk National University
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espoused Confucian funeral services system; hence, a more popular use of porcelain
epitaph tablets, Second, along the discriminated proprieties based on Neo-Confucian, two
different types of epitaph tablets were produced: stone epitaph tablets for the royal house,
and porcelain epitaph tablets for upper class households. It appears, however, that the use
of porcelain tablets was also encouraged by the royal house to curb extravagant funeral
customs and reduce abused problems associated with the production and use of stone
epitaph tablets,

Based on characteristics related to the method of recording information on porcelain
epitaph tablets, I was able to propose criteria for dating the various epigraphic techniques,
Further, based on the change in calligraphic style used in porcelain tablets, I was able to
establish that the sexagenary cycle date on the fragment of the ‘white porcelain tablet
with the Imin year inscribed in intaglio, discovered at Usan-ri Kiln No, 9-3 of Guang-ju, is
1482; from which, one can also induce that the kiln was operated in the late 15"century.
Meanwhile, through the analysis of social classes using porcelain epitaph tablets rectangle
blue and white porcelain tablets were chiefly used among people holding a government
office of rank or higher, I was also able to confirm that blue and white porcelain tablets
were social status symbols reserved for a small minority of Joseon' s upper class members,
Porcelain tablets used by nobility were heavily influenced by the official rank in the
description of the information and the change of their shape, and it appears that is the

important indicator of the rigidly hierarchical society durong the Joseon period,
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