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Abstract

Joseon Black-glazed Porcelains:
Their Production and Characteristics Based on Documentary
Sources and Archaeological Evidence from Ancient Kilns

Seo Ji-young *

Black-glazed porcelains from the Joseon period, distinct from buncheong ware or white
porcelains in terms of shape, glaze, and firing method, bear strong witness to the rich
diversity of Joseon ceramics, This variety of Joseon ceramics is one of the most notable
ceramic traditions in East Asia, Black-glazed porcelains appears to have been ceramics
used to store and carry liquid and other things, as confirmed by documentary sources and
chemical analysis of evidence found in kilns from this period.

Component analysis revealed that Joseon black-glazed porcelains are made of white
clay and ingredients that are similar to those used for buncheong ware and white porcelains
from the same period, Documentary sources, meanwhile, show that black-glazed porcelains,
made of white clay, were perceived in Joseon as sturdier vessels than earthenware vessels,
Also, unlike earthenware, which is fired only once, black-glazed porcelains are glazed and
fired twice, just like regular porcelains, as shown by the analysis of fragments found in a kiln,

along with those of buncheong ware and white porcelains, Glaze used for black porcelains

* Korea Cultural Heritage Institute
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during the Joseon period contained twice to four times more oxidized iron than the glaze
used for buncheong ware or white porcelains; hence, the dark color,

Joseon black-glazed ware varies in terms of clay and glaze and region of production,
Types of vessels and firing methods changed over time. Three stages can be distinguished
in the evolution of Joseon black-glazed porcelains, During the first phase (15th and 16th
centuries), they were produced in small quantities at buncheong ware kilns, These black-
glazed wares are similar to buncheong ware, in terms of ingredients, shapes, and firing
methods, but are distinct from the latter in that they are mainly, vases and jars, in other
words, storage vessels. During the second phase (17th and 18th centuries), they started to be
produced at white porcelain kilns, Although similar to white porcelains in ingredients, shapes,
and firing methods, black-glazed vases and jars from this period were more varied in design
than white porcelain vases or jars, During the third phase (19th century and thereafter), there
was the emergence of kilns producing either exclusively or mainly black-glazed ware, and
this was accompanied by an overall increase in the production of this type of ware, Just as the
first and second phases, black-glazed vessels produced during this period were also vessels
for storing and carrying, Meanwhile, although they tended to be similar to white porcelains in
terms of ingredients and firing methods, vases and jars in black-glazed ware from this period
have at times original shapes that are not seen among white porcelain ones. Such an increase
in the production of black-glazed ware appears to have had to do with the food culture of
the late Joseon period. Advances made in farming and fisheries techniques made a larger
variety of foodstuff available, which, in turn, led to the development of new accommodation
techniques. Such developments are likely to have driven up the demand for vessels for storing
food. With the increased production of grain, surplus grain was used to brew liquor, possibly
boosting the demand for vases and jars for storage purposes,

This study is significant in that it reconstructs the circumstances of production of
black-glazed porcelains during the Joseon period and analyzes their characteristics, based
on both information available through documentary sources and the careful examination
of surviving items whose site of production is precisely known, comparing them with
buncheong ware and white porcelains in terms of clay and glaze, production sites, types of

vessels, shapes, and firing methods,
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