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Abstract

The Influence of Ming-Dynasty Ceramics on 15th-16th Century
Joseon White Porcelains

Lee Hyun-jeong *

This paper examines the influence of Ming-dynasty Chinese ceramics on Joseon white
porcelains of the fifteenth to sixteenth century. To understand whether and to what extent the
Ming ceramics influenced Joseon white porcelains during this period, I first try to establish
the types of Ming-dynasty ceramics that were imported into Joseon, based on documentary
sources available in Korea and elsewhere and archaeological finds, Secondly, I compared the
white porcelain of Joseon with that of Ming China, and tried to find out the influence from the
Chinese dynasty. Thirdly, I divided the ceramic art of Joseon into three periods, and discussed
the process in which Joseon white porcelains accepted the influence from Ming and changed
it to their own style,

During the first period (circa 1392-1450), the achievement of Ming in the ceramic art
flooded into Joseon, resulting in the appearance of the Ming's influence while the Goryeo's
tradition formed under the influence from Yuan was still maintained as represented by the
form of the Joseon's white porcelain bowls and bottles,

During the second period (circa 1450-1500), the influence from the style of Mings ceramics

is clear in the shape of the bowl, vase, jar and vessel lid as well as the use of floral and vine,

* MA, Korea University
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cloud and dragon, Chinese characters, auspicious seven objects and modified cloud design.
The styles adopted in the second stage reflect, except for the modified cloud design, the styles
developed in China during the reign of Yongle, Xuande and Zhengtong and imported in the
first stage. I assume that the situation can be explained by that Ming was put into a period of
political and economic unrest while Joseon was able to produce high-quality white porcelain
and blue-and-white porcelain and established an effective production system as represented
by the successful operation of gwanyo(royal kiln), Joseon was now in a stage of full-fledged
production of white porcelain and blue-and-white porcelain, and the influence from the Ming
ceramics had now ceased. The characteristics in this period therefore can be traced back to
the Ming styles introduced extensively in the first period. This also had to do with the selective
manner in which Ming-dynasty ceramics were imported to Joseon. During the later part of the
second period, there was a sizeable amount of Ming ceramics imported into Joseon through
non-official trade, But the stylistic elements traceable to the Ming dynasty from around this
time are only modified cloud design, which were used as secondary motifs. In other words,
Joseon white porcelains adopted the Ming styles not unconditionally but selectively, During
this same period, aside from Ming dynasty-influenced white porcelains, many other types of
white porcelains were produced in Joseon, including originally-shaped vessels such as cups
with two handles, dishes with a wide and flat rim, flat bodied-vases, water droppers and tall
and round jars with the rims of their mouth rolled outward, and vessels decorated with poetic
motifs, figurative designs showing pines, bamboo, apricot trees; yet more evidence of the
selective and discriminating approach to yielding to external influence,

During the third period (circa 1500-1592), Ming-dynasty stylistic elements received during
the second period were assimilated and reinvented by adding native elements, Some of the
elements of sixteenth-century Ming-dynasty ceramics were also received at this time, as
attested to by the shapes of vases and plates as well as Chinese character motifs and rolled-out
ring-shaped motifs in underglaze cobalt-blue used on the inside of a vessel.

Through discussions of the above-described three periods, this study shows that Joseon
porcelains selectively embraced the influence of Ming-dynasty ceramics, choosing only those
elements that suited the native aesthetic and used them to take the local tradition of white

porcelain-making to the next level in a manner not to sacrifice its own original style,
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