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Abstract

The Characteristics of 15th-Century
Joseon Ceramics Workshops

Park Kyung-ja *

This paper is a discussion of Joseon-period kilns system(jagiso system) that produced
ceramic ware for the internal use at King's court and for the state use on official business,
which were in operation prior to 1469 when the unified king’s kilns were established under
the management of the Saohngwon(Bureau for Overseeing Ceramic Production),
Since the early years upon the founding of the dynasty, the Joseon court commissioned
projects for compiling geographical treatises in order to use them as references for
determining the tax base, essential for its revenue. Geographical works such as Gyeongsang-
Annals of King Sejong) were published at this time to list ceramic ware among the types of
goods paid in tributes or tax-in-kind, and recorded jagiso(ceramic workshops) as sites of
their production,

In this study, “jagiso’ is defined as production sites for ceramic ware paid in tribute to
the government, reflecting the goal for compilation of these geographical works; namely, to

secure stable revenue for the royal government,

* Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea
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Since the local tributary tax was imposed to each census unit (it can be an extended
family unit or a fatory unit) each pottery workshop unit was required to produce a set
amount of taxation ceramics imposed by their local government administration,

There were two different ways of procuring porcelains for the King's government, One
was assigning potters to specific kilns belonging to the local government administration.
The other was having one or more private kilns to produce porcelains to be supplied to the
government during a specified period of time. All of these kilns were identified as “jagiso”
by local administrations, to produce porcelains for the King's government,

Since the entire process of producing the taxation ceramics was controlled by the
local government administration, including allocation, production, collection, and delivery,
eventhough jagisos were owned either by local goverement administrations or privately, all
of them could be regarded as official gongnabyo and their operator during the production

period of the governmental ceramics was the local government administrations,
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