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Abstract

Wooden Vairocana Statues Housed in the Beopbojeon and
Daejeokgwangjeon Halls of the Haeinsa Temple

Son Young-moon *

The Haeinsa Temple in the southern Korean peninsula houses two of the most notable
works in the history of Korean sculpture: a pair of wooden Vairocana statues, These two
statues have long been believed to have been created or repaired during the two-year period
between 1488 and 1490, when the temple was massively renovated under the sponsorship
of Joseon's royal house, However, artifacts recently discovered inside the two statues, along
with the ink-written text inside the one housed in the Beopbojeon Hall, have revealed that
they were created no later than 1167, The Haeinsa Temple was founded during the reign of
King Aejang in the Silla Dynasty and continuously remained since then a major Buddhist
temple. As is well known through various temple records, the construction of this temple
and the subsequent series of renovations and expansions took place under the sponsorship
of rulers of successive Korean dynasties, including King Aejang, King Heongang, and Queen
Jinseong of the Unified Silla, and King Taejo of the Goryeo, and finally King Sejo of the
Joseon, The artifacts discovered inside the statues indicate that King Uijong of the Goryeo
and the Sa Clan based in Gajo area of Geochang were the two most important patrons for
their repair, Once into the Joseon period, high-ranking royal ladies in King Sejo's court

played a leading role in their repair and preservation,

* National Treasures Specialist, Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea
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The Haeinsa was founded by Suneung, a monk who was an active proponent of
Chengguan (738-839)'s Zen Buddhism-flavored Huayan doctrine, The two statues of
Vairocana housed in this temple are also clear indications as to the doctrinal affiliation of its
founder, Although partially repaired, these two statues amply display the characteristics of
Unified-Silla Buddhist sculptures, such as the rounded curls on the head of the Buddha, the
round face conveying a sense of weightiness, and the sensual and well-proportioned body
along with the garment worn close to the body with fluid folds, rendered with liveliness.
This suggests that the statue housed in the Beopbojeon Hall was created no later than 883,
the date indicated on the ink-written document, Meanwhile, concerning the statue housed
in the Daejeokgwangjeon Hall, Im Nam-su and Nam Pung-hyeon, suggested, based on
scientific evidence, the possibility that they were created slightly later than the one in the
Beopbojeon Hall. Hence, even though no conclusive evidence is available to establish its
date of creation with accuracy, the statue in the Daejeokgwangjeon Hall is likely to have
been made around the same time as the one in the Beopbojeon Hall or slightly later.

In this paper, the repairs made to these two Buddhist statues in 1167, under the
patronage of Goryeo's royal house and the Sa Clan, are clearly distinguished from the
repairs done in 1490, on the commission of Joseon's royal house, Thus, it is clear that the
latest possible date of their creation is 1167. The two Vairocana statues of Haeinsa are, as
a matter of fact, the two oldest surviving wooden Buddhist statues in Korea and must be

accorded the place they deserve in the history of Korean sculpture.,
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