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Abstract

[lustrations in Xianfo qizong

Park Dorae *

Xianfo Qizong is an illustrated book about Taoist immortals and the founding figures of
Buddhism. Several editions of this book, compiled by Hong Ying Ming in 1602 in the late Ming
Dynasty, were published through to the Qing Dynasty, In successive editions of this book, the
illustrations included in it changed somewhat as well. The illustrations in Xianfo Qizong were
re-printed in various other books such as Sancai tuhui(1607), Jieziyuan huazhuan (Volume 4, 1818)
and Daoguang liexian zhuan(1833). They had a great influence on later woodblock prints, There
are also examples of Korean and Japanese paintings which show a degree of influence from the
illustrations of Xianfo gizong. Given the wide-reaching influence of the illustrations of Xianfo
qizong, it is important to understand differences among illustrations in different editions of
this book and variations seen in books of later periods, Xianfo gizong is concerned with Taoist
figures in its first half, and Buddhist figures in its second half, The biographic accounts of Taoist
and Buddhist figures are usually accompanied by related illustrations, Religions, philosophies
and literature of late Ming reflect a trend in which Taoism took on stronger characteristics
as a folk faith, and Buddhism and especially Zen Buddhism enjoyed a revival, resulting in a
phenomenon of convergence and blending between Buddhism and Taoism. These trends had

also an influence on the emergence of new schools of thought, and appear to be reflected in

* Hongik University



Xianfo qgizong. The Taoist and Buddhist figures discussed in Xianfo gizong are not so much
portrayed as objects of religious worship as they represent worldly desires, and they seem to
have gained popularity as heroes of extraordinary tales with strong individual characteristics
and for the supernatural and magical events that occurred in their life, Compared to other
figure woodblock prints like those included in Liexian Quan Zhuan(1600), created during
roughly the same period of time, woodblock print illustrations in Xianfo gizong appear to be
more akin to paintings or drawings, There was an increasing emphasis over the centuries, on
illustrations which embody iconographic and stylistic characteristics of early-Ming paintings
by court painters and the Zhe school paintings, and late-Ming Taoist and Buddhist figure
paintings, leading to the production of works that strongly underlined individual features of
human subjects, Xianfo gizong is also significant insofar as it provides important examples of
iconographic themes popularly used in Taoist and Buddhist figure paintings between the 17th

century and the 19th century,
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