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Abstract

A Study of Paintings of West Lake Painting in the Joseon Dynasty

Ji, Yong-hwan*

West Lake paintings PaifilE refer to pictures of West Lake that are located in Hangzhou
FiM, Zhejiang province, China, West Lake is not just a place of scenic beauty but also houses
hundreds of Buddhist and Taoist temples, West Lake is associated with various ancient
historical and literary figures such as Lin BuGk: 967-1028), Su Shi@#t 1036-1101), Many literary
works exploring the beauty and legend of West Lake were produced, During the Southern
Song period(#sk 11271279), West Lake became a major theme of many paintings. Paintings
of West Lake are divided into two groups. One group is dealing with the whole scenery in
one canvas, as seen in ‘Comprehensive View of West Lake Fai#i##E" The other group is a
set of paintings depicting each scenic beauty of West Lake, The most popular format of the
second group is the ten-views of West Lake Pii#j~+#l&l. The two forms of paintings became
major themes of landscape paintings and continued to gain popularity until the Qing period
i,

At the beginning of the Joseon dynasty, there was a place like the West Lake at Han
River #{T.. Eminent literati of the time often held literature or poetry parties fostering social
gatherings, After the middle period, landscape paintings and prints became incorporated to

highlight the beauty of West Lake, Tour guide to West Lake Pui#li#EE % played a major role in
gniig y g play ]

* Ph D. Candidate, Korea University
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the perception of West Lake, During the late Joseon period (about 1700-about 1850), most of
the information on West Lake was known through Chinese woodblock prints such as The
Spectacular Scenery in the Universe {Nar#, Assembled Pictures of the Three Realms —f
[E€. However, generally, Joseon paintings of West Lake, were successful in transforming the
structure, title, composition, and painting elements of Chinese originals to match the taste of
Joseon people, At the end of the Joseon dynasty (about 1850-1910), the interest on West Lake
and ten views of West Lake came to wane. As Lin Bu #ki# became an ideal model for eremit-
ism, pictures regarding “Viewing the Plum Blossom from a Studio #§it#R" style paintings

became popular,
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