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Abstract

The Cultural Activities of Poetic Societies during the Japanese
Occupation Period and Seohwahapbyeokdo
Seohwahapbyeokdo by the Sanbyeok Poetic Society

Kim Ye-jin*

The ideal sought in seohwahapbyeokdo, a genre painting blending poetry with
calligraphy and painting, was ‘siseohwa ilche, the unity between these three art forms, This
hybrid genre, largely practiced by Korean poetic societies in the early 20th century, appears,
after all, highly suited to the purposes of these associations; namely, nurturing the qualities
of men of letters through discussions of poetry-related topics and promoting friendship and
personal and social bonds between their members,

Seohwahapbyeokdo, with which this paper is concerned, are works by members of
the Sanbyeok Sisa(Sanbyeok Poetic Society) which existed between 1925 and 1927, The
Sanbyeok Poetic Society had sixteen members who were writers and poets, including
Jeong Dae-yu, Yi Gi, Seo Sang-chun, O Se-chang, Yu Jin-chan, Yun Hui-gu, Jo Jung-gwan,
Park Han-yeong, Kim Don-hui, Min Hyeong-sik, An Jong-won, Yi Bo-sang, Yi Eung-gyun,
Yi Do-yeong, Go Hui-dong and Choe Nam-seon. The members of this poetic society had a
tradition of creating seohwahapbyeokdo-style works in homage of one of them periodically,
with each of them getting their turn of receiving this homage from the rest. Sixteen different
works were created at each round and each member owned a copy of these works either
bound into a book or mounted into a scroll.

Two of the seohwahapbyeokdo, produced by members of the Sanbyeok Poetic
Society, that are currently in the collections of the Korea University Museum and Sogang
University Museum, respectively, were works by members of the Sanbyeok Sisa who seem

* Academy of Korean Studies PhD
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to have been well versed in classical and traditional calligraphy and painting with a good
understanding of the Chinese culture of the Qing dynasty. These two works exhibit highly
original stylistic characteristics that make them distinct from poetic anthologies or scrolls
produced previously.

Firstly, the seohwahapbyeokdo of the Sanbyeok Poetic Society have an excellent spatial
composition, with calligraphies and paintings by its members arranged with taste, This
spatial distribution appears to have derived from the original calligraphic style developed
by O Se-chang through his epigraphic research. Secondly, the seohwahapbyeokdo of the
Sanbyeok Poetic Society have at its center a portrait drawn using a single color, and the
Four Gentlemen painted by its members and poems written by them are placed around
the portrait in the middle, The very precise correspondence between the portrait and its
inscriptions on pajnting and the close relationship among the poems commemorating the
gathering and praising the person to whom the homage is rendered, set these works was
affected by Qing-dynasty portraits, for example, Thirdly, in the seohwahapbyeokdo of the
Sanbyeok Poetic Society, the Four Gentlemen paintings and poems closely echo each other,
The Four Gentlemen depicted in these works, by praising the virtues of these ideal plants
and trees, honor the members of the poetic society, and the poems accompanying them
actively embody the ideal of unity between poetry, calligraphy, and painting.

The members of the Sanbyeok Poetic Society, therefore, inherited the tradition of
yeohang sisa(poetic societies led by middle-class and commoners) from the late Joseon
period and bore keen interest in Qing-dynasty Chinese culture, By embracing the popular
seohwahapbyeokdo trend, they produced highly-original works which combined a
poetic anthology, portrait, and a hapbyeokdo on the theme of the Four Gentlemen, The
seohwahapbyeokdo of the Sanbyeok Poetic Society are works that deserve more attention
insofar as they are great examples of the diversification in the practice of calligraphy and
painting that occurred in modern-era Korea,
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