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Abstract

Chaekgeori Paintings and Still-Life Themes

Shin Mi-ran*

Chaekgeori paintings make up a major decorative painting genre of the late Joseon
period which originated in China and came to be widely popular both in the royal palace
and among ordinary people, The surviving examples of these still-life paintings having
books and stationery as main subjects by chabidaeryeong hwawon who were the best
painters of their time, temporarily recruited for royal court assignments in the late Joseon
period, such as Jang Han-jong (1768-1815), and Yi Hyeong-rok (1808-?), indicate that the genre
was practiced after the late eighteenth century, by court painters,

Aside from books, objects frequently featured in chaekgeori paintings included
ceramics and antique brassware and stationery; in sum, articles found in a tastefully-
decorated gentleman's study, Works by Jang Han-jong and Yi Hyeong-rok show a great deal
of similarities in terms of items featured and meticulous pictorial techniques used to render
them, This suggests that the genre was perfected by court painters of the late eighteenth
century, and court painters of subsequent generations followed the standards set by the
former, Meanwhile, chackgeori paintings found in Unhyeongung and Changdeokgung
Palaces hardly differ from works by the two late-eighteenth-century painters mentioned
above, both in terms of items shown and pictorial techniques used, indicating that the latter
s influence extended to the early twentieth century.

In the late Joseon era, with the emergence of a new class of wealthy people, as cultural
commodities came within the reach of broader population, the demand for chaekgeori
paintings grew as well. Chaekgeori themes were treated in folk paintings in a manner
quite distinct from their precedents produced by court painters, in many aspects. The
bookshelves, rendered irregularly or unevenly, conveyed a liberal impression, and the

* Gang hwa History Museum
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height of the painting was reduced, resulting in the disappearance of the bookcase and
showing only books and stationery items, gathered together at the center. The types
of objects featured changed as well, with practical everyday articles replacing refined
articles like antiques exhibiting a discerning taste or books and paintings that project a
scholarly atmosphere, Less and less room was devoted to books and stationery in favor
of luxury articles such as tobacco pipes, hats and timepieces, catering to the taste of the
new generation of buyers of chaekgeori paintings, desirous of showing off their wealth,
The pictorial techniques were also less formalized or stylized than those of court painters,
showing a greater degree of individuality and originality.

This paper examines the characteristics of the chaekgeori genre, a new style of painting
introduced in the late Joseon period, discussing how works of this genre varied in style
depending on the social demand and how techniques changed over time, The paper also
looks at imported craft items and commodities of the late Joseon and modern eras such as
timepieces, cigarettes, reading glasses, and kerosene lamps that are represented in surviving
chaekgeori paintings. Chaekgeori paintings examined in this paper are significant insofar
as this genre reveals in telling detail the complex cultural phenomenon in the late Joseon
period, in which the so-called minhwa(folk painting) genre, after originating in the royal
court, gained currency outside its walls to become part of the popular culture enjoyed by
ordinary people.
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