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Abstract

The Uses and Visual Characteristics of Goryeo Maebyeong

Kim Tae-eun*

Maebyeong (meiping in Chinese) are large vases that were popularly produced in
East Asia, in medieval times. The distinctive local style Maebyeong appeared during the
mid-Goryeo period and were produced continuously until the early Joseon era. Goryeo
maebyeong had a style that set them clearly apart from their Chinese, Although constituting
an important area in the history of Korean ceramics, little research has been conducted
thus far on the topic of Goryeo maebycong, due mostly to the scarcity of historical and
archaeological evidence related to these works, This paper discusses the much-debated
topic of terms designating parts of maebyeong and their intended uses, based on a close
analysis of surviving vases of this type, newly-discovered historical records, and the
available body of archaeological evidence from Korea and abroad. Understanding the visual
characteristics of Goryeo maebyeong and how they changed over time is another important
goal of this paper,

According to records like Wanshoushengdian chuji(the First Edition of the Grand
Occasion of the Imperial Birthday), the term of maebyeong as we know of them today, in
other words, tall vases with a small mouth, first appeared in China, in the early eighteenth
century, Meanwhile, according to Goryeo records such as Goryeosa(History of the Goryeo
Dynasty) and Donggukisanggukjip(Collected Works of Minister Yi Gyu-bo), maebyeong
were mainly referred to as ‘Jun.” The examination of paintings and painting inscriptions
from this period, along with the above records, indicates that maebyeong was an everyday
ware used to store wine or liquor, maebyeong also appear to have been offered as a
tributary gift to the Yuan imperial house and used in banquets held at Goryeo's royal palaces
and in receptions for foreign envoys. They were also used in rituals and as flower vases,

* Curator at the Gyeonggi Ceramic Museum
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The stylistic characteristics of maebyeong in terms of shape and decoration are as
follows: Goryeo maebyeong can be classified into three types, according to the shape
of the mouth, shoulders and the base section and the contour line; which also reflect
stylistic differences between different periods of time and places of production, In terms
of decoration, the examination of motifs used in the main and secondary designs, their
distribution and combination revealed that both the motifs and techniques varied according
to the period and that there were also regional differences in types of secondary design
used. The stylistic analysis and the examination of archaeological finds also suggested that
Goryeo maebyeong, after the start of production in the mid-Goryeo period under Chinese
influence, soon acquired their own distinctive appearance which, thereafter, remained
unchanged for a long time, until the late thirteenth century, In the mid-twelfth to thirteenth
century, maebyeong of similar style were produced across the country, But, original regional
styles appeared as well during this period. Maebyeong underwent extensive changes
toward the late Goryeo period, both in terms of shape and decoration, and maebyeong of
late Goryeo style were produced until the early Joseon,

Goryeo's maebyeong pottery holds an important significance in Korean art history
insofar as it is a type of pottery vessel whose Goryeo-era name and exact uses are
established and which helps cast new light on how Goryeo celadons changed over time and
varied depending on the region,
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