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Abstract

Major Tasks Facing Art History and History
Cases in the History of Buddhist Art

Nam Dong-sin*

This paper, written on the occasion of the 50 th anniversary of the founding of the

Association of Korean Art History, explores tasks facing the discipline of Korean art history

- research directions and methods in the 21st century - by looking at Korean Buddhist art
from a historical perspective.

I begin by discussing methodological tasks, One of the recent research trends in Korean
art history has been to extend the field of research to include a broader visual culture and
even material culture as a whole, In terms of methodology, this trend has been concerned
with the active use of not just visual art forms, but also texts, On the relationship between
images and texts, [ argue that they are different ways of recording one and the same
experience, and that when these media are used to transmit religious messages, there is a
difference in terms of authoritative value; a fact well understood by Buddhist artists of pre-
modern and modern times.

My discussion then moves on to future research directions, As is well-known, the
modern discipline of Korean art history was a field transplanted to Korea by Japanese
government- sponsored researchers as part of an attempt to legitimize Japan’ s colonial rule
over Korea, and what was transplanted was not art history as a modern academic discipline,
which was created in Europe, but the way it was understood and re-adapted in Japan, This
transplanted framework of art history could not properly reflect Korean history and culture,
concerning both the selection of research subjects, methods, and terminology. In light of
this, I propose, in this paper, the ways in which we conduct research on and interpret Korean

* Seoul National University, Dept, of Korean History
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art history as well as East Asian art history from various perspectives, To give a concrete
example, I have reviewed two records of repair and renovation found inside the Seokgatap
Pagoda of the Bulguksa Temple, Mugujeonggwang Jungsugi(Dabotap Jungsugi, 1024)
and Seoseoktap Jungsugi(Seokgatap Jungsugi, 1038) and have identified fifteen names of
stone pagoda parts that were widely used in the early Goryeo period. I suggest that these
names be used to replace or complement the Japanese-style names of pagoda parts that are
currently in use,

Art history and history are intimately related to each other insofar as they both re-
organize the history and culture of the past. No two academic disciplines are as closely
linked to each other as art history and history, In this sense, this paper serves to stimulate
the communication and exchange between these two research fields,
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