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Abstract

Exploring New Methodological Horizons for Korean Art History

Hong Sun-pyo*

This paper discusses issues related to meta-methodological exploration in Korean
art history, aiming at breaking away from the narrow modern-era framework of
theoretical concepts and ideas to make this discipline correspond to the dawning age of
interdisciplinary convergence, Concretely, the paper discusses tasks needed for drawing up
a roadmap for such a new methodological exploration, with special emphasis on how we
can broaden our research perspectives and expand areas of research interests and how we
can diversify research and interpretation methods. The paper, however, does not propose
specific new directions or methods, but is rather an attempt to pay attention to the need
for the discipline of Korean art history to renew and reinvent itself in this chapter of post-
modern evolution where we are headed for an age of interdisciplinary research and in the
face of the sea-changes brought about by the digital revolution. I argue that the concept
of art should today be extended from the traditional notion of art to include visual culture
and image culture as a whole; that culture, being a complex phenomenon like life itself,
cannot be accurately or comprehensively understood through the existing framework with
its rigid and narrow concepts; and that cross-disciplinary research and holistic knowledge
are indispensable for meaningful interpretations of cultural manifestations, Among the
important task for future generations of scholars to shape a new paradigm for Korean art
history are to adopt various modern approaches in their research to produce more richly
diversified and interesting results and to take methodological stances by restructuring
existing methods and integrating new methods,

* Professor of Art History at Ewha Womans University
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