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Abstract

The Life and Art of Kim Yeong

Kim So-young*

Kim Yeong (1837- circa 1917) whose style name was Chunbang was a poet and painter,
active in Yeohang in the late 19" century to the early 20" century, During the first half of his
life, Kim Yeong, as a member of a poetic coterie named “Chilsongjeong Sisa (Chilsongjeong
Poetry Society), made friends with O Hoeng-muk (1843-1906) and Seo Man-bo (1837-7),
After this poetic coterie period, Kim Yeong devoted the second half of his life to painting,
exploring various genres and themes that ranged from landscapes to bird-and-flower and
flower-and-plant paintings, sagunja (four gentlemen) paintings, gimyeongjeolji (ceramics,
bronzes, vegetables, and stem-cut tree branches and flowers) paintings and chaeokgeori
folding screens (folding screens depicting books and scholars accoutrements),

Kim Yeong was close to Jang Seung-eop, who enjoyed huge acclaim in the art world of
the late Joseon period. His inscriptions on some of the paintings by Jang Seung-eop suggest
that the two men influenced each other as painters. His relationship with Jang Seun-eup
makes it likely that Kim Yeong also formed a friendship with Jeong Hak-gyo (1832-1914), Kim
Su-cheol appears to have been a member of Kim Yeong's inner circle as well, as found in the
posthumous titles that the latter added to the former’s paintings,

Kim Yeong's active period as a painter is believed to have ended sometime in his 60s,
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based on an inscription on a bird-and-flower-painting by him, datable to 1899, presumed to
be his year of death. However, the date of the eight-panel chaekgeori folding screen by him
suggests that Kim Yeong may have lived into his 80s and may have been active until the early
part of the 20" century,

Kim Yeong dealt with almost every genre and subject except figure painting. The
themes, compositions, and visual aspects of his works indicate that Kim Yeong' s style was
largely shaped by past traditions that he came to learn about through painting manuals
and other pictorial sources, His landscapes, for instance, followed the style of the orthodox
school of the Qing dynasty, with which he appears to have familiarized himself mainly
through painting manuals, His landscapes in which rugged mountain ridges and rocks are
meticulously rendered are highly complex in composition and rich in color, Kim Yeong' s
landscapes, although they echoed the style of Jang Seun-eop in some aspects, had a direct
impact on the works of painters like Ahn Jung-sik and Cho Seok-jin, His landscapes, adding
a bolder and more decorative touch to the style of the latter artists, may be said to embody
the spirit of the transition period before the advent of modern painting. His bird-and-
flower and “four gentlemen’  paintings are also highly detailed and sophisticated in color,
showing thereby the influence of the latest popular styles from Qing China, In this regard,
his gimyeongjeolji paintings and chacokgeori folding screens are also noteworthy.

As a skilled and accomplished painter who made his distinctive style and explored
various themes and genres, Kim Yeong displayed in his works the whole spectrum of
popular trends in Joseon' s art world of the late 19"-early 20™ century. Kim Yeong certainly
played an important role in shaping the course of Korean painting in this transitional period

just before the rise of modern painting.
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