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Abstract

Reassessment of the Arrangement
of the Royal Tombs at Changneung

Kim Yisoon*

Changneung, located within Seooreung, the graveyard park with five royal tombs, belongs
to King Yejong (1450-1469), the 8th ruler of Joseon and his second wife, Queen Ansun (?-1498),
The remains of the royal couple were buried inside separate mounds, in the so-called style
of dongwon igangneung. In Joseon, royal spouses were buried, after their death, either in
a couple tomb (hapjangneung) or in two separate tombs, The two tombs may lie side-by-
side (ssangneung) or be placed in a position known as dongwon igangneung. In the latter
case, the king's tomb is in the west side, Currently, the only royal graveyard in dongwon
igangtnueng style that is known to be not in conformity with this rule are Gyeongneung,
belonging to King Deokjong (1438-1457) and Queen Sohye (1437-1504), where the king's
tomb is placed east of the queen’s tomb which faces it from the west, Changneung, however,
is another example in which the positions of the king's and queen’s tombs are inverted,
This paper explores possible reasons why the tombs of this royal couple were arranged
opposite to their customary positions by examining tomb sculptures, surviving records and

the landscape and geographical characteristics of the surrounding area, Special attention

* Associate Professor, Hongik University



was paid to stone monuments placed around the two tombs, Stone monuments in a royal
graveyard varied in size, style and type of granite used, depending on when a graveyard was
constructed, who initiated its construction as well as many other circumstantial factors,

In Changneung, the queen’s tomb was built in 1499, which was twenty-nine years after
the kings tomb was built in 1470, and their stone monuments are quite different in style, In
Joseon's royal graveyard, tomb sculptures tend to have the same style for both spouses’ tombs,
if they were built at the same time. In this paper, to determine the dates of the tomb sculptures
of King Yejong and his queen, Ansun, I compared them with those in the graveyard of
King Deokjong (1457) and Queen Sohye (1504). King Deokjong and King Yejong, two sons
of King Sejo, died not long after one another, with the dates of construction of their tombs
separated by slightly more than ten years. So was the case with the tombs of their spouses,
Queen Sohye and Queen Ansun. Also compared were the tomb sculptures in Gwangneung
belonging to King Sejo and those in Yeongneung belonging to King Sejong, as their dates of
construction are separated by merely a year or two, Based on the well established tradition
of Joseon's royal house regarding tomb sculptures, it seems possible to assume that the tomb
sculptures of Changneung were normally be in a style similar to those in Gyeongneung,
Gwangneung and Yeongneung, belonging to King Deokjong, King Sejo and King Sejong
respectively, and that those of Queen Ansun should be similar to those of Queen Sohye.
This analysis, however, revealed that the stone monuments surrounding the tomb attributed
to King Yejong were similar in style to those of Queen Sohye's, rather than those of the three
other kings' tombs, The stone monuments of these two tombs both showed the stylistic
characteristics first observed around the year 1500, What this means is that the western tomb
of Changneung, contrary to the current belief, may not be the tomb of King Yejong, but that
of Queen Ansun,

The eastern and western tombs of Changneung have been attributed respectively to
King Yejong and his queen, based on the information provided in the inscription on the
graveyard stele and Changneungji, a record detailing the circumstances of construction of
this graveyard, In this paper, I explain how this record, dating from the mid-18th century
and not from the 15t century when the graveyard was created, cannot be considered

entirely reliable concerning the positions of the two tombs, More direct documentary
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or archaeological evidence such as a record dating from the time of construction of this
graveyard or the jiseok, the stone tablet buried inside the mound should greatly facilitate the
correct attribution of the two tombs. The discovery of the former site of the pavilion which
used to stand in front of the king's tomb, before it was relocated to its current place, or the
sillo, the passage known as the spirit’s path associated with the graveyard, for example,
could also shed light on the issue, At a time when such archaeological discoveries are yet to
be made, and empirical evidence is still largely lacking, this paper tests the validity of some
of the widely-accepted assumptions surrounding Changneung derived from documentary
sources, by means of a stylistic analysis of tomb sculptures, or in other words, art historical
approach. Underscoring the significance of Joseon royal tombs in Korean art history is

another goal of this paper.
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