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How Chinese Publications Shaped Yun Du-seo’s
Evolution as a Painter

Cha Mi-ae*

Yun Du-seo (1668-1715), the literati painter of late Joseon, led the painting trends of his
time. His role as the trend-setter owed in large part to his exposure to and in-depth acquaintance
with Chinese books on painting, and his ability to assimilate foreign stylistic elements in a manner
that did not overshadow his original style. This paper discusses Chinese publications on painting-
related topics which had been in Yun Du-seo’s private collection, and how he used the
inspirations drawn from painting manuals, encyclopedic publications, ink stick pattern books
(mopu), illustrations to fictions and plays from the Ming and Qing Dynasties, and the western
painting methods with which he became acquainted, for his own works. Book titles listed in
Haenam Yunssi Gunseo Mongnok (List of Books Collected by Haenam Yun Clan)Various Book
Catalogues of the Yun Family, compiled by Joseonsa Pyeonsuhoe (Society for Joseon History
Publications) between 1927 and 1928, some of which personally belonged to Yun Du-seo,
provide important evidence of the broad variety of Chinese publications read by the literati
painter,

An almost completely self-taught painter, Yun Du-seo broke away from the conservative

trend of the artistic circles of his time, dominated by the style of the Zhe school, to shape his own

* Cultural Heritage Connoisseur, Cultural Heritage Administration
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distinct style and, thereby, emerge as one of the pioneering figures of late-Joseon painting. This
ability of Yun Du-seo to rise above the norms and conventions of his time is owed, to an
important extent, to his exposure to Chinese publications, then imported to Joseon in large
quantities. Chinese publications which had an influence on Yun Du-seo’s paintings include Gushi
Huapu (Gu's Album of Paintings), Tang Shi Huapu (Tang Poetry and Painting Album), Tuhui
Zongyi (Lllustraions of Ritual Vessels), Tangjieyuan Fang Gu Jin Huapu (Catalogue of Ancient and
Present Paintings Imitated by Tang Yin), Zbang Baiyun Xuan Minggong Shanpu (Zhang Baiyun’s
Selection of Famous Historical Figures), Mei Lan Ju Zbu Pu (Album of Plum, Orchid,
Chrysanthemum and Bamboo Paintings), Sancai Tubui (lustrations of the Three Powers), fie Zi
Yuan Hua Zhuan (Mustard Seed Garden Album of Paintings), Fangshi Mopu (Master Fang’s
Album of Ink Sticks), Cheng Shi Mo Yuan (Ink Gardens of the Cheng Family), Sui Tang Yan Yi
(Tales of the Sui and Tang Dynasties), Zbong Xi Shui Hu Chuan, Yangzheng Tujie (Cultivated
Rectitude: Tlustrated and Explained), Baxian Chuchu Dongyouji (Record of the Eight Immortals’
Joumney to the East) by Wu Yuantai, 7ai Ping Guang Ji (Wide Gleanings from the Taiping Era),
and Chengming Zaju Sanshi Zhong (Thirty Theaters of Prosperous Ming Period). Yun Du-seo,
notably, is known as the first Joseon man to have laid his hand on Jie Zi Yuan Hua Zhuan. This
album of paintings, indeed, is confirmed to have been imported to Korea at least prior to 1715,
the year of Yun Du-seo’s death. Meanwhile, the Western-style painting techniques used by Yun
Du-seo since 1706 have been traced back to Cheng Shi Mo Yuan, a work authored by Chinese
scholars who were in contact with Matteo Ricci (1552-1610), and Ke Zuo Zui Yu by Gu Qiyuan;

two publications with which the Joseon literati painter is known to have been familiar.
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