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Abstract

White Porcelains with Embossed Designs of Late Joseon

Koo Hyein"

This paper is a holistic examination of late Joseon white porcelains with embossed
designs, discussing them from technical and stylistic perspectives as well as from the
perspectives of cultural history and the history of ceramics exchange in East Asia .

The production of white porcelains with embossed designs in late Joseon took
place through three successive stages . The first is the stage during which Korean potters
became aware of the embossing techniques used in China and Japan. During the
second stage, white porcelains with embossed designs of Chinese and Japanese origin
were brought to the Korean peninsula, with some people owning them in their private
ceramics collections. During the third and last stage, white porcelains with embossed
designs, thus far produced only in small quantities, were mass-produced. This last
phase of mass-production began during the reign of King Jeongjo, with the ban in 1795
of underglaze cobalt-blue decoration and the use of saggers during pottery firing.
Joseon white porcelains with embossed designs are quite similar to those produced in
the Dehua Kiln and Zhangzhou Kiln in Fujian Province, China. Around that time | Fujian

merchants were often diverted to the shores of Joseon or their ships called at Joseon
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ports , which explains the introduction of ceramics from southern Chinese kilns .

LateJoseon white porcelains with embossed designs were much more diversified in
production techniques than they were previously believed to be There were four major
types of techniques : carved embossing {jogak yanggak) consisting in digging out the
surface layer around a design to create relief ; extrusion embossing (apchul yanggak)
using a mold to shape the porcelain ware and surface designs at the same time;
appliqu ? embossing (cheophwa yanggak) in which designs are separately created and
affixed to the surface of the pottery ; and white-slip embossing (foehwa yanggak) in
which white slip of a lower concentration than the pottery clay is used to draw designs
on the surface Examples of pottery wares embossed using white slip were found in
China and Japan, suggesting that these two countries could have been the source of
influence for Joseon potters

Meanwhile | late Joseon white porcelains with embossed designs are divided | in this
study into three categories | tableware and ritual ware, stationery items and other daily
ware  Embossing is a technique that is encountered in most types of lateJoseon white
porcelains, and designs created using this technique are widely varied. Vases and water
droppers are the most popular types of embossed white porcelains, showing also the
highest quality of execution, Items such as cups, brush holders and water droppers and
designs such as white slip-embossed Ten Symbols of Longevity and plum blossoms
show the influence of the Dehua and Zhangzhou kilns. Wide +anging techniques were
used for embossed designs to create the three-dimensional effect and for greater
expressivity

By surface ornamental technique  one can distinguish three different periods in the
history of lateJoseon white porcelains with embossed designs. The first period is the
one following the policy of King Jeongjo in 1795 during which embossed porcelains,
which had been produced in small quantities since the mid-18th century K were finally
produced on a massive scale, The second period is when embossed designs began to
be recognized as a sophisticated ornamental technique, on an equal footing with blue-
and-white decorations and yet distinct from them It was during this period that

innovative techniques such as white-slip embossing were attempted by Joseon potters
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During the third period  their quality standards became greatly diversified in response to
the expanding market for embossed white porcelains | Inscriptions such as “Useok,” and
‘Choeun " found on some of these porcelain wares, referring to the royal household
and high-ranking government officials are for instance highly useful for dating

purposes,
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