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Abstract

Jereung, A Royal Tomb of Sinui Wangtaechu

Jang Kyunghee”

Joseon rulers who were not directdine royal descendants had tombs befitting a
monarch built for their biological parents and housed their memorial tablets inside
Jongmyo, the royal shrine normally reserved to past kings, in an attempt to legitimize
their succession to the throne . Royal tumuli and memorial tablets of these dead royals
were | in other words, symbols essential for sustaining a ruler’s legitimacy in Joseon
King Taejong, for instance, was a monarch who seized the throne by force. He
posthumously bestowed the title of Queen Dowager Sinui on his late mother, who was
the first wife of King Taejo, and had a tomb built for her in a style and size identical to a
queen’s tomb (her graveyard is known as “Jereung”). Her memorial tablet was housed
inside Jongmyo placed next to that of King Taejo. Meanwhile, Taejong ordered the
tomb of his step mother, Queen Consort Sindeok to be relocated and barred her
memorial tablet from being introduced to Jongmyo

It was, therefore , not by accident that Jereung, King Taejong ‘s biological mother’s
tomb, became a classical example of an earlyJoseon royal tumulus. King Taejong

ordered the coftin and graveyard stone monuments and sculptures including stone steles

* Professor of Hanseo University
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to be made more elaborately and to look more grandiose than was the custom then,
The many stone sculptures and monuments in Jereung for this reason are of
particularly high historical significance .

Firstly , the buildings and stone structures in Jereung  although they were still very
much imbibed with Buddhist symbolism from previous eras already exhibit Confucian
characteristics . Yeongyeongsa , the Buddhist temple within the graveyard was not only a
place to pray for the soul of the dead royal lady, but also an edifice symbolizing King
Taejong’s filial devotion, whose role was to guard her tomb The retaining stone slabs
and the stone panels surrounding the tomb are carved with the image of a vajra grip
and a wvajra bell, The holding stone at the upper section bears the image of a dragon
head to symbolize the prestige of the monarch = As for the stone lanterns, they are in a
hexagonal shape , similar to the style of a stupa_ instead of the classical square shape that
was popular since the late Goryeo Dynasty ; a detail suggesting how Joseon’s royal
house in its early years was still steeped in Buddhism  even as it declared Confucianism
as the ruling philosophy of the new kingdom

Secondly | the fact that the king personally paid visits to Jereung and that he ordered
to have a memorial stele erected there was a gesture that cemented the monarchic
authority of King Taejong. King Taejong visited Jereung at least once a year thus
reminding everyone in the kingdom of his filial piety toward his late mother = At each
visit, he mobilized dozens of thousands of soldiers for a hunting trip and parade , to
show off the prestige of the royal house The large memorial stele sculpted with
brilliant motifs, had elegiac verses carved on its surface, praising the virtue of the late
royal lady and legitimizing his succession to the throne This gesture of King Taejong
aimed at permanently preserving the memory of his mother and imprinting the
rightfulness of his reign in the minds of all, had repercussions in subsequent reigns in
Joseon . King Yeongjo and Emperor Gojong . for instance, looked after this stele and
took care to see to necessary repairs and maintenance

Thirdly | Jereung  insofar as it adds new stylistic elements to the basic tomb
architecture inherited from the Goryeo Dynasty, became an example for other burial

mounds of subsequent generations Jeungneung, the tomb of Queen Consort Sindeok
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for example was built according to the traditional style of late Goryeo . Jereung,
breaking out the mould of a classical Goryeo tomb , served as the prototype for many
early Joseon royal tumuli, The memorial stele became the hallmark of a royal tomb of
the early Joseon period while the hexagonal stone lantern clearly distinguished Joseon
burial mounds from their Goryeo counterparts, Sculptures on the retaining stone slabs,
initially consisting mostly of Buddhist motifs, were later replaced gradually by Confucian
motifs  Graveyard sculptures such as stone sheep, stone tigers and courtiers wearing
square-shaped headdress and military officials in armor, which originate from the epoch
when Goryeo rulers deferred to the Mongols following a peace treaty with the Yuan
Dynasty  were continuously made into the early Joseon period. In Jereung these stone
sculptures had features that were less exaggerated than those of earlier sculptures of
their type, and some of the surface motifs were simply dropped. These modifications
readapting the earlier tradition to the new society, became the norm for other tombs

constructed later , such as Geonwonneung  the tomb of the first King Taejo.
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