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Figments and Fragments of Mahāyāna Buddhism in India Honolulu University of Hawai’i

Press 2005

Sharf Robert H The Idolization of Enlightenment On the Mummification of Ch’an Masters in

Medieval China History of Religions vol 32 no 1 1992 pp 1 31

Soper Alexander Japanese Evidence for the History of the Architecture and Iconography of Chinese

Buddhism Monumenta Serica IV 2 1940 pp 638 679

Literary Evidence for Early Buddhist Art in China Ascona Artibus Asiae Publishers 1959

Takakusu J Le Voyage de Kanshin en Orient 742 745 Bulletin de’Ecole Française d’Extrême

Orient XXVIII no 1 1928 pp 1 41 no 3 1928 pp 441 472

Tsiang Katherine R Monumentalization of Buddhist Texts in the Northern Qi Dynasty the Engraving

of Sutras in Stone at the Xiangtangshan Caves and Other Sites in the Sixth Century Artibus

Asiae vol LVI no 3 4 1996 pp 233 261

Miraculous Flying Stupas in Qingzhou Sculpture Orientations vol 31 no 10 December

2000 pp 45 53

Embodiments of Buddhist Texts in Early Medieval Chinese Visual Culture In Body and Face in

Chinese Visual Culture ed Wu Hung and Katherine R Tsiang Harvard University Asia Center

2005 pp 49 78

Wang Eugene Y Of the True Body The Famen Monastery Relics and Corporeal Transformation in

Tang Imperial Culture In Body and Face in Chinese Visual Culture ed Wu Hung and

Katherine R Tsiang Harvard University Asia Center 2005 pp 79 121

Wu Hung Rethinking Liu Sahe The Creation of a Buddhist Saint and the Invention of a Miraculous

Image Orientations vol 27 no 10 November 1996 pp 32 43

138



200 6

518 605

540 594

559

139

Lai I-mann The Famensi Reliquary Deposit Icons of Esoteric Buddhism in Ninth-century China Ph

D diss University of London 2006

Lerner Judith Central Asians in Sixth-century China A Zoroastrian Funerary Rite Iranica Antiqua

vol XXX 1995 pp 179 190

Marshak Boris I The Sarcophagus of Sabao Yu Hong a Head of the Foreign Merchants 592 98

Orientations vol 35 no 7 October 2004 pp 57 65

Rhi Juhyung Images Relics and Jewels The Assimilation of Images in the Buddhist Relic Cult of
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A large majority of the mortuary stupa reliefs show a structure of a single story with a square

plan a type that was widely popularized since the Northern Qi and best exemplified by Daoping s

ash stupa in the Numinous Spring Monastery This type seems to have been associated with the

so called Aśokan stupa In most stupa reliefs at the site the central niche of the stupa s main

body normally assigned to Buddha or Bodhisattva images was replaced with a seated frontal

portrait of the deceased This feature can be interpreted as a private deification pursued by

disciples or relatives in a compelling visual statement with the possible incorporation of the Three

Levels Movement s idea of the Universal Buddha

The various designations for each relief cremated body stupa scattered body stupa

spirit stupa shadow stupa and image stupa point to a distinct desire on the part of the

carver dedicator of each work One particularly ambiguous designation that calls for further

analysis is zhitita since it combines two contradictory terms of zhiti a stupa without relics and

ta one with relics as addressed in the Mahāsām. ghika Vinaya and the Pearl Grove of the

Dharma Garden

The presence of this astonishing variety among reliefs of the same general type and inscribed

designations poses questions as to their implications regarding the Buddhist devotee’s ideals for

life and death the actual mortuary procedure contemporaneous expectations for burial

monuments and related visual vocabulary and rhetoric An elucidation of such details provides

fundamental insight into medieval Chinese Buddhists attitudes towards death and into their visual

culture and adds pivotal information to flesh out our understanding of Chinese religious culture

141

Abstract

Burial Near the Enlightened Master

Kim Sunkyung*

The Stupa Forest consisting of more than two hundred stupa reliefs on the hillsides

surrounding the Numinous Spring Monastery in present day Henan Province China was

constructed to memorialize monks nuns and laity Beginning in the late sixth century the site

served for several centuries as a unique mortuary space for monuments with connotations of

stupas monastic reliquaries relic depositories and cave sanctuaries This study discusses the

overall history and general characteristics of the Stupa Forest with consideration of its relationship

with the adjacent Great Abiding Sacred Cave In addition it presents a prolegomena to an

iconographical exploration of the various types of mortuary reliefs and their contemporaneous

designations

Certain honorees and dedicants at the Stupa Forest are identified as followers of the Three

Levels Movement that flourished during the Sui and Tang dynasties The site also reveals traces of

the striking practice of corpse exposure which involved the offering of the deceased s body to

animals and insects for food as the ultimate act of giving and asceticism and which was mostly

practiced by the movement s followers Lingyu s Great Abiding Sacred Cave is also located at the

site and its perceived role as a matrix for the teaching and practice of the Three Levels Movement

places it at a crucial nexus in the formation of the entire Stupa Forest

140
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with the adjacent Great Abiding Sacred Cave In addition it presents a prolegomena to an

iconographical exploration of the various types of mortuary reliefs and their contemporaneous

designations

Certain honorees and dedicants at the Stupa Forest are identified as followers of the Three

Levels Movement that flourished during the Sui and Tang dynasties The site also reveals traces of

the striking practice of corpse exposure which involved the offering of the deceased s body to

animals and insects for food as the ultimate act of giving and asceticism and which was mostly

practiced by the movement s followers Lingyu s Great Abiding Sacred Cave is also located at the

site and its perceived role as a matrix for the teaching and practice of the Three Levels Movement

places it at a crucial nexus in the formation of the entire Stupa Forest
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