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A Study on Royal Wares Manufacturing System During
the Late Goryeo and Early Joseon period

Kim Yunjeong"

Sagiso, which were responsible for producing royal wares during the Joseon period, were
established at the Saongwon (Office of Royal Cuisines ) under the Ministry of Personnel Affairs. In
relation to this historical fact, however, two problems can be pointed out: first, the work of
manufacturing ceramic wares was undertaken not by the Ministry of Personnel Affairs but by the
Ministry of Public Works; second the Saseonseo (Office of Royal Cuisines }, which undertook the
job of preparing royal foods before the establishment of the Saongwon did not run the Sagiso.

To address these problems, this study explores the role and influence of the Saong (he
palace attendants responsible for preparing the royal cuisine) who wielded considerable influence
over the production and management of royal wares between the last days of Goryeo {subject at
that time to Yuan intervention ) and the early Joseon period when the gwanyo (official kilns ) were
established under the control of Saongwon. The study also identifies several new facts regarding
the system of manufacturing royal wares during this period.

First, the possibility was explored that —amid the political instability prevalent during Goryeo §
last days under Yuan intervention, including the exhaustion of the state § finances and the

disorderly official regulations —the Naesi {palace attendants in Goryeo period) who worked in
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close proximity to the king probably got involved in the production and collection of the celadon
that were used in royal ceremonies and royal administrative affairs. Second, the findings indicate
that the role of the Naesi in this matter was transferred to the Saong, one of the Seongjungaema
(groups of officials working in close proximity to the king). They, as the organization of Naesi
under the direct control of the king, undertook the job of inspecting and procuring royal wares.
Third, with the collapse of Goryeo and the founding of Joseon, the Saong were incorporated into
the Saongbang forganization of Royal Cuisines) under the control of the Ministry of Personnel
Affairs, Research has indicated that the Saongbang, an organization with no court ranking under
the direct control of the king, was controlled by the eunuchs, undertook the production and
management of royal wares, Fourth, the Saongbang$ function of inspecting royal wares and
attending to the king closely eventually led to the establishment of the sagiso at the Saongwon
under the Ministry of Personnel Affairs. Fifth, the establishment of the sagiso meant that the
Saongbang undertook to not only inspect but also to manufacture royal wares. Likewise, given
the fact that the state finances had to be properly managed in order to manufacture royal wares,
an official management system was presumably essential. Thus, in 1467, the official agency
known as the Saongwon was established and staffed with regular officials, while the sagiso were
established as official kilns

In conclusion, inspection was the most important part of the procedure of manufacturing
royal wares, and this function was undertaken by eunuchs who work in close attendance to the
king. During the Chinese Southern Song and Ming dynasties, eunuchs were employed to inspect
the manufacture of imperial wares, and the relevant Ministry of Public Works was responsible for
the installation of kilns, material costs, labor costs of potters, and other frontline jobs. Joseon,
however, unlike China, used the Ministry of Personnel Affairs to undertake the inspection and
manufacture of royal wares through the offices of the Saonguwon. Likewise, this particular situation
came about because the Naesi'role in the manufacture of royal wares was transferred to the Saong
and the Saongbang between the last days of Goryeo and the early Joseon period. The
Saongbang$s rtole in inspecting the manufacture of royal wares and its closeness to the king
presumably led to the establishment of the sagiso, an office exclusively responsible for
manufacturing royal wares under the Saongwon, which belonged to the Ministry of Personnel

Affairs,
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