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A Study on Sekino Tadashi’s Survey of Goguryeo Ancient Tomb
Murals, and Its Achievements and Limitations

Lee Jongsu®

Investigation of and research into Goguryeo ancient tomb murals during the Japanese
colonial rule of Korea were initiated by Professor Sekino Tadashi of Tokyo Imperial University.
This initiative, conducted as part of Japan$§ survey of Joseon$ ancient tombs, began with the
Gangseo Great Tomb in 1912, while further investigations into the murals of fifteen ancient tombs
were conducted by Sekino in the 1910s, making him a significant presence in the research history
of Goguryeo § ancient tomb murals,

Sekino accomplished considerable achievements, though they suffered from certain
limitations . He gave names to those tombs with murals he explored, thereby allowing his name to
be recorded in the history of this activity . His works include explanations, photos, drawings based
on actual measurements, and copied drawings, offering distinctively excellent references. His
research methods, based on accurate measurement , were recognized for setting a standard in the
early modern period of archaeological research in Korea, Furthermore, Sekino had a well-
organized team to effectively handle a vast workload, giving him the image of a competent
manager as well as a faithful researcher,

However, Sekino tried to describe, without the presentation of specific data, the

*Ph, D Candid , Myongji University
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characteristics of Goguryeo ancient tomb murals only from the perspective of Chinese influence,
an attitude which led him to contradict himself when chronicling the murals, In the research he
conducted during the period of Japanese colonial rule of Korea, including various phrases in his
research | expressions are used which reveal a certain contempt for the value of Joseon fine arts on
his part.

His research into the Goguryeo tomb murals along with his excavation work had a significant
influence on later researchers. He established certain criteria for research methods and the
interpretation of murals for those Japanese researchers who explored the murals from the 1930s
onwards, as well as for those scholars who did not personally participate in the excavations,
Sekino pioneered research into Goguryeo ancient tomb murals, and produced valuable data.
However , although his efforts to explore those ancient tomb murals were geared towards fact-
finding surveys, it cannot be denied that they were intended to justify Japan$§ colonial rule over

Joseon and even to take Joseon § historical relics,
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