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Abstract

Painting from Actual Sceneries or from Memory
With Focus Onview Point and Angle of View in

True-view Landscape Paintings of the Late Joseon Dynasty

Lee Tacho*

When it comes to True-view Landscape paintings (BEE[ k) of the late Joseon Dynasty | it
is clear that two different types were made. One type closely resembles the actual scenery
portrayed , while the other bears little similarity, In this article, the author evaluates the difference
between these two types of paintings by addressing the viewpoint (f#3;) and the angle of view
(FH)) adopted by the artist. As for viewpoint, three types exist, namely bird’s-eye view {ifiiH,),
multi-point of view (%) and a moving point of view (REEFEZE] . Through this analysis it is
possible to suggest whether a sketch of the scenery was done at the particular site and whyartists
changed their portrayals of scenes over time. Paintings of the former type are those that closely
resemble the actual scenery. Paintings of the latter type bear little similarity .

Paintings which do not resemble the actual scenery were painted from memory after visiting
the site and therefore the scenes were significantly changed, also in the case of paintings with
place names. These kinds of paintings were predominantly made by literati painters such as Jeong

Seon (&) and his followers as well as Yi In-sang (Z¥4iF)  Heo Pil (#F#) and Yun Je-hong (F*

* Professor , Myongji University

184 gRelA el EEife s ez



#1.). Such paintings predate those which bear similarity to the actual scenery on the basis of a
sketch done at the site. Kim Hong-do (&} and his followers, as well as literati painters such
as Sim Sa-jeong (¥ [F) and Kang Se-hwang (2]l &) come under this category.

Jeong Seon was a painter who painted in reliance of his memory after personally traveling to
a place of scenic beauty . For this reason thescenes depicted in his true-view landscape paintings
can not be captured with a 28-50mm lens of camera. Only a wide-angle lens of less than 28mm
or a panoramic camera can absorb Jeong Seon’s scenes. Jeong Seon’s field of vision was generally
a horizontal viewpoint of 90-150 degrees or 180 degrees and so was very wide. This was because
he drew the landscapes from memory and in doing so he depicted ideal landscapes as expressed
in a local Korean setting. The basis behind this is found in Neo-Confucianism (#FH&1) and is
matched by records stating that Jeong Seon painted according to principles of the Book of
Changes (JE5). It also reflects Jeong Seon’s close association with literati scholars of the Seoin (f§
A) Noron () who had strong political power at the time,

With Kim Hong-do, who was not a literati painter but belonged to the Dohwaseo (B2,
Bureau of Painting), there was new change in true-view landscape painting. He applied a
different view point from that of Jeong Seon whose style haddominated until the mid-18th
century . Sites which are included in Kim Hong-do’s paintings can be captured with the viewfinder
of a camera mounted with a 50mm standard lens or a 35mm wide-angle lens. This means
landscape scenes with a horizontal angle of 47-62 degrees which is most close to human
viewpoint were painted on the canvas . Such paintings can be argued to depict realistic scenes . In
capturing actual scenes, Kim Hong-do adopted a viewpoint which was similar to that of European
landscape paintings and European photographs of landscapes which developed after the 17th
century. For this reason, Kim Hong-do represented scenes in a real and vivid manner.
Furthermore, in contrast to Jeong Seon, Kim Hong-do painted not only landscapes of great beauty
but also every day scenes .

The foundations for this change can also be argued to lie in the different ideology of the
time. While Jeong Seon’s style is deeply imbedded within Neo-Confucian ideals of his time, Kim
Hong-do represents the Post-Confucian (PR or [k cultural milieu of the late 18th
century. In contrast, in the 19th century true-view landscape paintings declined in popularity,

partially due to the conservatism of the time as encouraged by the ruling house.
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