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A Study on Ceramic Shreds from the Daepyo-ti Kiln Site in Sangju

Jang Dongcheol

This paper presents an analysis of the characteristics of ceramic shreds collected from the
Daepyo-i kiln site, and compares them with the relevant historical records in order to determine
their production date. It also presents a review of the possibility that the Chuhyeon-ri premium
ceramics factory site in Jungmo-hyeon  Sangju-mok, as recorded in Geography Monograph of the
Annals of King Sejong, is the present-day locations of Daepyo-ri, to the northeast of Yongho-i,
Modong-myeon . Furthermore, on the basis of the characteristics of the buncheong wares and
white porcelain wares collected from the Daepyo-i kiln site, the possibility that the kiln site was a
premium ceramics factory was examined.

Ceramic remains from the Daepyo-ri kiln site consist of fragments of inlaid, stamped, and
brushed-slip buncheong wares, plain white porcelains, and incised white porcelains . On the basis
of the dating of buncheong wares from this site such as Bow! with Gongan Inscription {datable to
1400-1420 ) and Dish with Gonganbu Inscription (also datable to 1400-1420 ), the production time
was determined as prior to 1420 for the wares originating from the Daepyo-i site, including inlaid
buncheong wares with an lotus and arabesque design, grass design , double-circle design, and plain

design, and stamped buncheong wares with a six-circle design and chrysanthemum design, The

* Cultural Connoisseur office of Cultural Properties Appraisal, Gimhae International Airport
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production time was determined as 1420-50 for stamped buncheong wares with a chrysanthemum-
group design, brushed-slip buncheong wares , plain white porcelains, and incised white porcelains.

These estimations were made on the basis of the examples of Four-eared Jar from the Tomb of
Jeongso Princess {dated 1424, Bowl with Deongnyeongbu Inscription (dated 1455-57), Bottle with
Brushed-slip Design (dated 1454), and Covered Bowl found with Prayer {dated 1451). The presence
of a large number of saggars and other tools for making ceramics was confirmed, presumably
enabling the mass-production of quality buncebong wares . In addition, circular-shaped moulds
with chrysanthemum patterns designed to imprint patterns onto buncheong wares were identified
for the first time through this research.

A study on the characteristics of the premium ceramics factories was conducted by examining
the characteristics of the shards of white porcelain and buncheong wares collected from the
Daepyo-i kiln site, First, it was determined from the samples of white porcelain shreds that a
celadon glaze was applied over the white porcelain clay, and that the celadon glaze was in fact
the same as that applied to the bucheong wares. Thus, a scientific analysis confirmed that the
shreds of white porcelain collected from the Daepyo-ri area reflected the chromaticity and clay of
the white porcelain, and that while the glaze was closely similar to the celadon glaze of the Joseon
period. After all, it was distinctively confirmed that the shreds of white porcelain collected from the
Daepyo-i area involved the application of celadon glaze over the white porcelain clay, and it was
confirmed that the shreds of buncheong wares and white porcelain were baked with the same
glaze applied in the Daepyo-ri kiln site, Thus, on the basis of Bow! with Gongan Inscription, it
was deemed that the shreds of buncheong ware and white porcelain were manufactured in the
1420s. Given that 1425 was the approximate production date for white porcelain in the
Beoncheon-ri area, which was presumed to be the location of the premium ceramics factory of
Gwangju-mok, Gyeonggi Province, it is clear that, in the 1420s, white porcelain wares were
manufactured in the Daepyo-1i premium ceramics factory .

An examination was also carried out on the shreds of Jar with a Dragon Design. Given that
the use of a dragon design was limited to the royal palace, the fact that ceramics with a dragon
design were manufactured at the Daepyo-ri kiln site suggests that the kiln site was a premium
ceramics factory. Likewise, a premium ceramics factory is presumed to have manufactured

ceramics to be offered to the royal palace, and this fact is supported by a record that in 1411, the
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court sent officials in specific reference to the Jungmo-hyeon area and flower vases .

Bringing together all that has been discussed above | the possibility that the Daepyo-ri kiln site
was in fact the premium ceramics factory as described in Geography Monograph of the Annals of
King Sejong can be summarized as three points. First, Chuhyeon-i is the present-day location of
Daepyo-i if one takes into account the literature and records. Second, buncheong ware and white
porcelains manufactured between 1400 and 1450 have been found, and a large number of saggars
used for manufacturing quality buncheong wares has been confirmed as such. Third, white
porcelains were manufactured in Sangju as well as in Gwangju and Goryeong, where premium
ceramics factories were operated as described in Geography Monograph of the Annals of King
Sejong. However, further studies should be conducted to ascertain whether burncheong wares for
use in the royal palace was manufactured only in Sangju, or whether it was produced in premium

ceramics factories located in Gwangju and Goryeong as well.
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