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ABSTRACT

The Optical Knowledge in Books from the West
in the Ming-Qing Periods and the Changes in Painting Theory of
the Late Joseon Period

Hong Sunpyo

Visual science is a theory on scientific perspective and chiaroscuro formulated in lieu of
the realism of Western style painting since the Renaissance. It also means the theory on
visual science in general as a means of looking at outward reality. This science was
introduced and expanded through the Western missionaries and Western learning books
during the Ming-Qing period. Studies were conducted on how it reached Joseon-era
Korea in its late phase in the 17th century, playing an important role in changing the
painting theory of the period, as well as affecting the theory that the exact depiction of the
outer appearance of an object enables its soul or spirit to be also transplanted. Special
emphasis was put on how visual science that reflected Western modernity was accepted and
developed in the late Ming and Qing periods, as well as in late Joseon. Such inquiry is
significant in that it is the basic study on comprehensive understanding of painting methods

and ‘realistic’ trends in this period.
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