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ABSTRACT

The Hair and Eye

Ritual Assumption and Modelistic Theme for Portraits of the Joseon Dynasty

Kang Kwanshik

The portraits of Joseon dynasty are one of drawings that represent visual culture of
Neo~Confucianism of Joseon dynasty. Therefore, there is need to make an approach from
a culture —historical view that widely understands the characteristics and meaning of portraits
through the unique view for ritual, political enlightenment, self -cultivation, and modeling of
Neo-Confucianism to understand portraits of Joseon dynasty correctly, A simple approach
from style —historical view is hard to understand the historical reality and practical meaning
of portraits in Joseon dynasty sufficiently

The plain example of portrait in Joseon dynasty was interpreting its unique characteristic
as naturalistic realism tendency by incorrectly reading the ritual assumption of portraits in
Joseon dynasty, “llhobulsa” (in other words, it is a theory suggesting that if the portrait is
different from the actual person even a single hair, it becomes a whole different person) just
like a modelistic assumption, However, 1 believe this is a dual optical illusion from
incorrectly reading the modelistic and ritual context, which were through to be unique
characteristics of portraits in Joseon dynasty. Rather the core of true art-historical
interpretation of “Tlhobulsa” is on correctly understanding that it operated extreme ritual
restraint on portraits on early and mid-Joseon dynasty enough to extinct the tradition of

drawing king portraits in the 17th century, the mid—Joseon dynasty. It can be considered
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that it is due to such ritual restraint that portraits of early and mid - Joseon dynasty
developed mainly based on portraits of meritorious subject with strong political
enlightenment context and not general portraits of gentlemen with comparably strong ritual
context,

Nevertheless as the meaning of portrait in ritual and self —cultivation context as Neo—
Confucianism deepened and settled down before and after the era of King Sukjong in late
17th and early 18th century became to be recognized even more positively, king portraits
and general portraits of gentlemen were again drawn widely after escaping the ritual
restraint of such "Thobulsa”, and a very realistic portrait trend developed along with realistic
and practical modeling culture of the 18th century, Thus, it can be considered that
interpretation on development of realistic portrait due to modelistic mind of so-called
theory, ‘it is a whole different person even from a single hair difference’ is a dual optical
illusion, Unlike the tend untl then, the portrait of late Joseon dynasty rather promoted
deeper and higher level to be even called a psychological realism to express mind,
emotion, character, disposition, feeling, and look of the main character, past simple
naturalistic realism as realistic modeling concept and methodology developed as well.
Jeongjo eoje geunsin chosang cheop, the portrait album collection of King Jeongjo criticism
on the portraits of his close subjects, which is collected by the curator of Tenli University in
Japan and “Three Hair Theory | a theory suggesting that characteristics of the mind of the
main character on the portrait was well expressed through only three hair, recorded on
lldeugron written by King Jeongjo are simple representatives of such. From this perspective,
the modelistic core of portraits in late Joseon dynasty is not the theory of ‘Thobulsa”
suggested as ritual assumption by Cheng Yi (scholar of Neo—Confucianism of the Chinese
Song), in other words, not ‘a single hair' that represents the mind of the dead, but rather
on the three hair that represents modelistic symbol in psychological dimension of the
‘eye’ from theory of Jeonsin sajo” (theory suggesting that portrait is what transmits spirit),

and such mind and emotion that represents the mind and emotion of the alive.
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