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ABSTRACT

Go Yuseop and the Study of Korean Painting

Kim Hongnam

This study is focused on the scholarship of Go Yuseop on the Joseon—dynasty painting,
one of his scholarly accomplishments which has not been given due attention. It is an
intriguing phenomenon that his studies on the subject have been often ignored by later
scholars in the midst of criticism of his overall art historical view as based on colonial
mentality and limitation.

Go Yuseop s research on the history of Joseon painting appears to have started with
individual painters and painting theory. His essays on An Gyeon, Gang Heuian, Jeong
Seon, and Gim Hongdo established a firm methodological foundation for later art historians
of Korean painting. In these essays he not only explores the relationship with Chinese and
Japanese painting, but also the period s sense of beauty and stylistic formation and
evolution, After his untimely death, his research work, left “unfinished” in his own words,
was succeeded by Hwang Suyeong, Jin Hongseop, Choe Sunu, and Yi Dongju. With a life—
long effort of An Hwijun, a complete history of Korean painting has become available.
Throughout his career, he set his goal to pursue scientific data and stylistic analysis, intently
devoid of aesthetic and political, socioeconomic discussions. Now a group of next—
generation art historians including Hong Seonpyo is at work for the advancement of field in
a more comprehensive approach. It is a hope of this writer that they recognize the

significance of the Go Yuseop legacy and give due credit to his scholarship on the history of



painting.

The main part of this study presents, in order, Go Yuseop s view of art history, his
methodology for the study of painting history, analysis of his essays on individual painters,
his thoughts on painting, followed by his theory of Asian painting.

Added are Appendix 1, Go Yuseop s published research by category and Appendix 2,
List of books and articles on Korean painting and calligraphy published in Korea, Japan,

Germany, and France from 1908 to 1944, the year of Go Yuseop' s death.
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