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ABSTRACT

Go Yuseop and the Study of Buddhist Pagodas

Park Kyoungshik

The modern scholarship of Korean Buddhist pagodas started in the Japanese colonial
period. The first korean who studied stone pagodas was Woohyeon Go Yuseop. He studied
various subjects such as aesthetics, stone pagodas, Buddhist sculptures, ceramics and
paintings. Among his diverse achievements, the most notable one was on stone pagodas.
He wrote many books and articles. Especially, he wrote eleven articles about stone
pagodas. They were published in such works as Studies in Korean Art History and
Aesthetics (ST KIEES#) | A Study of Korean Buddbist Pagodas (§#B155£2] #i78), A
Study of Korean Buddbist Pagodas: Preliminary Writings (SBIFEUE2] #1798 - St tifs) .

He explored in depth stone pagodas. When he wrote on a stone pagoda, he always
conducted field survey and examined Buddhist and historic circumstance to support his
theory, Also he researched styles of pagodas in various periods. With his study, he
proposed that the stone pagoda style originated in wooden pagodas. This is one of his
greatest scholarly accomplishment, Another important contribution is the stylistic
classification of Korean Buddhist pagodas.

Most of his works were done during 1930s, which was a dark age for Korean people
due to the severe colonial oppression of the Japanese. In this period, he demonstrated that
Korea has a long and great cultural tradition. He also reminded Korean people of that

historically Korean culture was superior to Japanese culture.
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Go Yuseop stands high in this period along with other nationalist historians for his

endeavor to help Koreans recover pride through the knowledge of Korean culture.
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