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ABSTRACT

Go Yuseop and Buddhist Art

Chung Woothak

In his short life, Go Yuseop left incredibly profuse writings on art history and aesthetics.
He seems to have recognized a work of art not just as an independent and separate material
from the time but as a product of the times which bears every influence from its society,
economy, philosophy and all.

His interests spread out to all the fields of Buddhist art, His study on each art work not
only shows the background and influence from Buddhist doctrines but mentions its
iconographical and stylistic changes in the concrete. Particularly, there are not a few
outcomes which were only be able to be brought about after a hard work of corroborating
an actual site of a temple. Above all, it is amazing to see how he delved into literatures and
documentary records.

He thought that Korean art could neither be explained nor understood without
Buddhist art, So much so that he emphasized the importance of Buddhist relics, Also, since
Buddhist art has been formed based on the doctrines of Buddhism, he pointed out that a
study on iconography is a must and further artistic value, that is, defining a style is one of
the foundations of art history, Moreover, he tried to unfold that the factors of the
iconographical and stylistic changes in Buddhist art lie in the adoption and development of
Seon (Zen) Buddhism.,

He put a great effort to solve difficulties in studying art history due to the lack of real



materials by researching literatures. Through literatures he discovered examples in every
field of art history . Especially, his revelation of historical facts on 121 temples is stunning.

He already acknowledged the necessity of positive research method and took an action
by himself. He corroborated a real object by his ceaseless search for the actual spot with the
complements of literatures. This appears that his cognition on the fundamentals of Buddhist

art history did not come from an external study on stylistic changes.
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