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ABSTRACT

The Fengshitu Depicting Akedun’ s Official Embassy in Joseon

Jeong Eunjoo

Fengshitu (Zf#[#) is an album of paintings depicting memorable experiences of an
envoy from Qing to Korea, Akedun (f552, 1685-1756), who visited Joseon four times in
1717, 1722, and 1725, The album (W. 46.5 XL, 29 centimeters), now kept in the China
Ethnic Library in Beijing, consists of two volumes: one with paintings that portray places he
visited, and the other with poetic inscriptions by his friends and descendants of the
appreciation of the paintings. The cover of each volume, covered by floral-patterned silk, is
worn off, and the titles are almost erased. The Qing calligrapher Wang Zhu (Fi#) wrote the
title “Fengshitu’ on each volume in the 12th month of 1725.

Akedun, from Zhenglangi (iF#5#%) clan, was born in the Manchu area in 1685. He
started his official career in 1709 by passing civil service examinations and thus appointed
high-raking positions such as a senior scholar in the Imperial Academy (#3#kfz) and an
assistant to the Crown Prince (K+4#). Thanks to his outstanding work, he was
dispatched to Joseon during the reigns of Kangxi (1662-1722) and Yongzheng (1723-
1735). In his first mission conducted in the 9th month of 1717, he came to Joseon to
provide a medicine to cure King Sukjong s eye disease. In the 12th month of the same year,
he visited again to report the death of the Qing empress dowager (FHEEKE 1641 -
1717) to the Joseon court, In 1722, he made the third trip to approve the installation of the
Crown Prince Yi Geum (Z514) as an heir to King Gyeongjong (r, 1720 -1724). Finally he
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visited Joseon in the 1st month of 1725 to deliver the Chinese emperor s condolences for
the deceased King Gyeongjong.

The first volume of the album consists of paintings that document Akedun'’s
experiences in Joseon. There are also several colophons written in 1748 -1756 by eminent
scholars such as Zou Yigui (#i—#¥#, 1686-1772), Dong Bangda (##5i%, 1699-1769), Yu
Minzhong (T, 1714-1779), and Jie Fu (/M) . Among them, Yu Minzhong s colophon
is a poetic response to Akedun’ s poems written on each leaf of the album.

Poetic inscriptions compiled in the second volume were written by his sixteen
contemporaries including Shi Yizhi ($f47&, 1681-1763), Shen Deqgian Gkf#i#, 1673-1769)
and Qian Weicheng (#84%, 1720-1772). Their dates span from 1749 to 1881,

This paper deals with various aspects of the paintings of Fengshitu, particularly
concerning the identification of the painter, subject matters, painting styles and brush
techniques, and the original arrangement of inscriptions. The results can be summarized as
followings.

First of all, probably all the paintings in the album were done by Zheng Yi (#). This
is supported by some evidence: a colophon written on the first leaf of the album suggests
it; his seals are pressed on every leaf; Guotingtu (BjE[E , Passing the Garden), a portrait of
Akedun by Zheng Yi, in the Palace Museum in Beijing shows affinities in brushwork with
another portrait in the album.,

According to the Seungjeongwon Iigi (&Fz HzL, the Diaries of the Royal Secretariat) of
Joseon and a colophon by the Chinese poet Jiang Pu's (#%%) in the album, Akedun
originally asked a Korean painter to sketch the scenes, which were copied by Zheng Yi
when they were brought to China. The scenes depict court ceremonies, the countryside,
mountain landscapes, agricultural scenes, social activities, etc. The subjects are related to the
eighteen districts or monuments in Joseon except for the Forbidden City ($#54%) and the
Feng huang Cheng (JBUEW#) in China. It is notable that the painting style of Fengshitu shows
a mixture of Joseon genre-painting style and Chinese landscape style. In depicting
architecture buildings of Joseon, Zheng Yi sometimes portrayed them like Chinese
architecture, Twenty paintings of the album show the lifestyle and culture of Koreans in the

first half of the 18th century as observed by a foreign visitor.
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Another important problem concerning the paintings is their original order, Since the
inscriptions in the other volume are not arranged properly, one might question the current
state of the paintings as well, However, Akedun's poems on the paintings are arranged in
the same order as in Akedun's collected poetry, Dongyouwji (#Ulizs, Voyage to the East)
written in the 1st month of 1725 after his third trip to Joseon. This explains the order of the
paintings are not changed.

This paper also explores the depictions of a royal reception ceremony in the hall
Mohwagwan in the album by examining two important documents, Holgi (%5t, documents
specifying procedures of a ceremony) and Chiksa deungnock (#{#§£8%, preliminary records
of the royal reception of Chinese envoys). In the scene of the royal reception ceremony, the
king of Joseon received a letter of document sent by the Chinese emperor in the palace. It is
remarkable that the king and the crown prince were vividly portrayed, an unusual practice
in traditional Korean painting.

The album Fengshitu visually recalls routes taken by Akedun in his official trips.
Together with other details, such as the icon of Yinyang yu taiji (EFsfAHE), an
ormamented district in Gaeseong and soldiers lining up at Mowhagwan, Fengshitu is vivid

visual evidence for understanding Sino—Korean relationships in the 18th century.
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