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ABSTRACT

Stylistic and Iconographic Comparison of Goryeo and Early Joseon
Murals with Liao and Yuan Murals

Han Junghee

In comparison to the Goguryeo period (B.C. 37-A.D. 668), are a small number of
mural paintings created in the Goryeo period (918-1392). However, they are still sufficient
examples to lead us to understand and to examine new stylistic and iconographic languages
emerged in Goryeo tomb decoration. Since the four fifth parts of the nineteen mural
paintings of the Goryeo and early Joseon periods are located in North Korea and most of
their visual sources are not yet available, the discussion in this paper will be limited into only
visually available examples, However, recently excavated tombs in China allow us to create
a fresh point of view by providing an opportunity to compare Goryeo and early Joseon
murals to those of Liao and Yuan periods. 1 believe such an approach inspires us to
challenge previous scholarships on Goryeo and Joseon mural paintings as well as to
redefine their artistic significance.,

Goryeo mural paintings deal with various subject matters, however, I will focus on
discussing the following pictorial motifs such as the deities of the twelve Caledrical Animals,
pine, bamboo, plum blossom, and genre scenes: procession of tribute bearers and
departing procession. The deities of the twelve zodiac signs usually figured in the form of a
human body with an animal crown, which served as the main motifs in tomb murals and

stones of the Liao period, became increasingly noticeable in the tomb of the first half of the
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Goryeo period. Such an iconographic analogy explicitly reveals their frequent artistic
interactions, Unlike those in the Liao tomb that mainly functioned as a sort of esoteric
buddhist mandala along with the signs of zodiac and Twenty —eight lunar mansions, the
deities of the twelve Calendrical Animals of the Goryeo murals seemed to serve the purpose
of protecting tombs.

Pine, bamboo, and plum blossom wonderfully decorate the walls of Hyeonrung, the
grave of Wang Geon, the founder of the Goryeo dynasty. Hyeonrung has been pointed out
as the only known example to be decorated with such motifs, However, these subject
matters had been already appeared in the Wang Chuzhi' s tomb of the Five dynasties, At the
same time, it is still hard to define the bamboo painting in Hyeonrung as the earliest literati
painting for its use of firm outlines. Nonetheless, the depiction of pine and plum blossom in
the Hyeongrung should be considered to be highly important because none of Chinese
mural paintings in the same period employ those three motifs in a tomb. Besides
Hyeonrung, Anrung, Sorung and Myeongrung are also reported to convey these motifs,
however we cannot develope further discussions for the lack of their visual sources.

Finally, I would like to discuss genre scenes. Generally, Gyeongrung and Yangrung are
known for being decorated with genre scenes, but it is hard to obtain further information
other than that, Therefore, I will discuss Park Ik s tomb mural located in Milyang, of the
early Joseon period, This tomb draws scholarly attention for its genre scenes such as a
procession of tribute bearers and a departing procession. The procession of tribute bearers
and departing procession in this tomb have been generally discussed in relation with Liao
mural paintings, but I would like to suggest that they have a closer artistic associations with
those of the Yuan period, For example, a manner of rendering the size of human figures
and horses in a rather exaggerated small scale, and delineating them with firm outlines, and
a way of arranging them along with ink bamboo on the same picture plane are the pictorial
elements shared by both Park Ik’ s and newly excavated Yuan tombs murals, However, the
way of holding a big bowl with hands or on a head, and placing a set of horse and a
groom facing each other cannot be seen in Yuan mural paintings.

In analyzing from Goryeo and early Joseon mural paintings, I have observed that the

deities of the twelve Calendrical Animals, pine, bamboo, and plum blossom were major
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motifs in the Goryeo tomb decoration, and that had a close artistic relationship with those of
the Liao period. On the other hand, genre scenes such as a procession of tribute bearers
and a departing procession gradually became dominant motifs in murals of the late Goryeo
and early Joseon periods. I found that the pictorial languages employed in the later Goryeo
period are closer to those of the Yuan period since Goryeo was under the control of the
Yuan dynasty, which led to frequent cultural and artistic interactions. Although there seem to
be no explicit iconographic distinction between Liao and Yuan mural paintings, it is still
worth noticing that the choice of pictorial expressions clearly characterizes their periodical
stylistic features. I believe that motifs such as processions of tribute bearers and departing
processions, and ink bamboo found in Park Ik's mural paintings found their artistic
inspiration in Yuan mural paintings.

I expect that when more mural paintings in North Korea come to light and become
visually available, various and profound discussions over Goryeo mural paintings will be
possible as well as bring us a complete understanding of paintings of the Goryeo period,
which are unfortunately missing today . I believe that it is required to make particular efforts
for paying more attention to newly excavated Chinese mural paintings as well as for
maintaining a scholarly attitude toward comparing the iconographic and stylistic languages

of both Korean and Chinese mural paintings.
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