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ABSTRACT

Aboedo or Paintings of the Elegant assemblies of the Late Joseon
Period: Focusing on the Indoor Type

Song Heegyeong

During the Joseon period (1392-1910), scholars and officials held a variety of
gatherings and recorded the events in painting. From the late 17th century, a number of
such paintings of diverse gatherings were produced, and those depicting the private
gatherings of scholar—officials are particularly notable. In this paper these paintings are
called Ahoedo (HeglEl), paintings or the Elegant Gatherings, which depict the private,
sometimes spontaneous, gatherings of the literati class.

Ahoe (or elegant assemblies were different from unofficial gatherings of scholars which
focused on writing and reciting poems or grand official gatherings. The character "’ in
ahoe means ‘simple, restrained, elegant and refined” and thus it became associated with the
elegant literati gatherings. On such occasions, the literati pursued the realization of elegance,
and its means included musical performance, the traditional game of baduk, painting and
calligraphy . In order to follow the lifestyles of scholars of lofty virtues in history, the literati
emulated the acts of ancient figures,

The source for the Elegant assemblies in the late Joseon period (1700-1850) is reflected
in a number of paintings of the theme that incorporated motifs from ancient events. The
literati viewed these ancient figures not simply as Chinese, but as sages and ancient nobles.

In the paintings of the Elegant assembl held in a scholar s studio, the four friends of the
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scholar, tables, baduk game boards, musical instruments, vases, and other everyday objects
and decorations were represented, However, gatherings held in pavilions and gazebos
simply displayed brushes, papers, and ink sets and a small table with refreshments. In the
second half of the 18th century, only the scenes in the scholar s studio was painted. But
from the late 18th century until the 19th century, a focus was laid on garden scenes as much
as the scholar s studio scenes. Especially the works of the 19th century usually included
ancient figures in formal style.

The Elegant assemblies were a cultural product of the literati class. Thus the taste,
artistic preference and leisure activity of the literati changed according to the atmosphere of
the gatherings. An idyllic figure sought after by the literati scholars in these gatherings was a
lofty and composed gentleman who knew how to enjoy elegant and refined activities, The
literati who pursued such noble-mindedness and purity desired to form moral and
harmonious relationships with others, They believed that such relationships could be
perfected through ‘elegant” and ‘non-secular” activities and enjoyment. Thus the paintings
of this theme recreated pictorial images of the literati who strived to realize the idyllic

lifestyle of virtuous men and unworldly hermits.
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