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ABSTRACT

The Construction of Databases on Academy Painters, Scribes, and
Literati Painters and Calligraphers of the Joeson Dynasty

Lee Hoonsang

This paper concerns the construction of database on (1) academy painters, (2) scribes,
and (3) literati painters calligraphers of the Joeson dynasty. In the process, it aims to
conduct an interdisciplinary approach connecting social history and art history,

Considering the importance of historical knowledge concerning the above three groups
of artists, I attempt to create four kinds of databases. Three of these concern approximately
4000 academy painters and scribes. With the three databases I have tried to explore the
conception of these groups in each period, The fourth database treats 409 literati painters
and calligraphers. Constructing these materials was based on the database work by the late
Edward Wagner on ruling elites in the Joeson dynasty. Wagner contributed greatly in
providing a sound groundwork. Primarily he made accessible the materials he collected,
and organized them in a database on the people who passed the Miscellaneous
Examinations and another one on academy painters and scribes of the late Joseon period.
The latter features in the form of a catalog a total of 827 painters and calligraphers employed
in the government along with information about their immediate families and households.
These databases thus created on the basis of Wagner s work will no doubt be an important
milestone for researched in Korean art history. Moreover, considering the fact that academy

painters and scribes were mostly from the middle-people clans, who passed the
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Miscellaneous Examinations, they will also contribute to further researches on them.,
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