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ABSTRACT

The Literary & Attistic Activities of Prince Anpyeong Yi Yong
and His Calligraphy

Yi Wanwoo

This paper discusses the literary and artistic activities of Prince Anpyeong (ZZFX%E) Yi
Yong (%5 1418-53) and his calligraphy. He was born as the third son between King Se-
jong (#5:kF) and Queen Soheon (AE#EF/S). In spite of his short lifetime, he contributed
distinctly to the field of poetry, calligraphy, painting, and Buddhist undertakings under the
reign of Sejong and Munjong (5z5%). Especially he acquired Zhao Mengfu G 1254
1322)'s calligraphy style and executed a energetic activity in brush—writings.

Firstly, in the poetry field he managed the footnoting of Du Fu(ktg§) s poems in 1443
by Sejong s order. In 1447 he also selected and compiled 10 volumes of Dang-song pal-
ga si-seon (FEHR/\F5% © Selection of Poems by Eight Great Poets of Tang & Song
Dynasties) with several literati scholars. And he also selected and published anthologies of
Bai Ju-yi (B1/&5)), Mei Yaochen (#2&F1), Wang Anshi (¥%#7), and Huang Tingjian (&
). He arranged frequently elegant gatherings and composed poems with young scholars
of the Jip-hyeon Academy (4£E#), so he played a leading role in pursuing the poetical
style of Tang & Song periods, In addition, he always was on the middle of producing
several representative works of the early Joseon period like as the Album of Eight Views on
the Xiao & Xiang Rivers ({#itl/\F&5bk) and the Scroll of Dream Journey to the Peach
Blossom Land (%:35#ki5E4) , in which poetry, calligraphy, and painting were put together.
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Secondly, in the art field he was a zealous collector just as written in “Record on Yi
Yong's Painting Collection’ (#3¢) by Shin Sukju (i#Ui). He collected many Chinese
calligraphy and painting works, and provided them to many contemporaries including a
famous court-painter An Gyeon (%% ). Eventually his collection was served as an impetus
to draw up painting-level, and in special the 26 running-script works by Zhao Mengfu and
6 grass—script works by Xianyu Shu (f£74&) must become a main spring to spread Yuan
calligraphy style.

In 1443, he compiled and published a fa—tie (i : selected ink rubbings of model
calligraphies) named Bi-hbae-dang jip—-go cheop (FEW ) that copied partly from
Dong-shu—tang ji-gu fa—tie (REatEHHE) edited by the Ming prince Zhou Youdun (%
A0 in 1416 and added newly several works of Zhao Mengfu and Kim Saeng (4:4), an
ancient Korean calligrapher. It was the first in Joseon period and was served as a model to
later ink rubbings such as Hae-dong myeong—jeok (iF#&#). Futhermore, he was
aggressive in publishing calligraphy texts, for instance Thousand—-Character Essay in
Regular and Cursive Script (E¥T-53¢) and Eulogy for Awakening by Priest Yong—jia (G854
) written by Zhao Mengfu,

On the other hand, he took an active interest in Buddhist undertakings offered by the
royal family. Therefore he participated frequently as a supervisor in making Buddhist images
and publishing Buddhist sutras, and transcribed many Buddhist sutras for himself,

Although Yi Yong was defeated politically by “Suppression of coup d’ état in 1453 (%
PasE#) , his literary and artistic accomplishments have been praised continually even after
his death, and he had a far-reaching influence on the later generations. Actually in the first
half of Joseon period, it is almost possible to say that there are no calligrapher not to be
affected by his style, in particular the loyal members such as King Seong-jong (#5%). Yi |
acquired the essence of Zhao Mengfu's style and achieved an incomparable level to any
calligrapher of Joseon period who followed Zhao's style, not to mention any calligrapher of
Yuan and Ming periods. From this point, I would like to say that his achievements in
calligraphy had a synergy effect with his literary and artistic activities,

However evaluating one s individuality, I could not shake away a feel of insufficiency

on his calligraphy . If he had not been sacrificed by political change and had led an ordinary
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life, his style would have more apparent characteristics and his influence on the next
generations would be wider, In forth, it will be followed to deep discussions on Yi Yong

and minute analysis on many works attributed to him, and the popularization of his

calligraphy style.
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