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ABSTRACT

The Iconography of Brahma and Indra in Seokguram:
its Origin and Formation

Huh Hyeonguk

This study examines the origin and the iconographical meaning of Brahma and Indra
Images in Seokguram, Brahma and Indra, deities from Brahmanism, were incorporated into
Buddhism as coupled guardian deities. They play important roles in scriptures on the
Buddha's life: Brahma entreats the Buddha to preach, and Indra guards the Buddha' s
relics. These special roles have got variations in some Mahayana satras.

In representations of the Buddha's life in India, Brahma appears as a religious
practitioner, and Indra as a nobleman like brabmanas and ksatriyas in the Indian caste
system, Brahma and Indra usually stand in each side of the Buddha in a triad form,

During the 6th century in China, Brahma was frequently made with a conch-shaped
head, Some scriptural accounts and epigraphical records indicate that they were called luoji
Janwang (824:F ). This type probably derived from representations of brabmanas
worshiping Brahma on the basis of a clear understanding of Buddhist teachings.

One of the earliest extant images of Brahma in Korea is found in an Amitabha Buddha
stele inscribed with the cyclical year of Gichuk (689). Among the attendants of the Buddha,
there are two figures holding up small buildings. These figures are most likely
representations of Brahma based on such scriptural accounts as the chapter of the "Parable

of the Conjured City” ({b3##zih) of the Lotus Sittra, where Brahma, dedicating his palace,
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asks for the Buddha' s sermon.

Brahmi and Indra in Seokguram should be considered from two different viewpoints:
(1) analysis of individual images, and (2) their significance within the context of the overall
structure of the sanctuary, First, their visual features are almost identical to the description in
carpet pedestals have origin in the iconography of ancient India, Their belongings such as
camara, kundika and vajra often appear in visual images and literary sources of the Unified
Silla period. The representations of the two deities in Seokguram are comparable in many
ways to those from Tempyd period in Japan. Iconographically they exhibit the international
universality of the period as well as the distinctiveness of Buddhist art of the Unified Silla.

The overall design of Seokguram is similar to the circular arrangement of Buddhist
deities popular in the contemporaneous East Asian Buddhist art, However, unlike other
deities including the Four Heavenly Kings placed outside, Brahma and Indra are
exceptionally installed inside the main hall, which is mainly decorated with the Buddha, his
disciples, and Bodhisattvas. Although the iconography of Brahma and Indra is associable
more properly this as well as the structural significance of Seokguram, we have to look into
other sources.

In the Unified Silla during the late 8th century, where the Avatamsaka - sitra had
prevalent influence, the design of Seokguram was closely related to the satra. First, the
major patron of the monument, Kim Dae Sung, and the first head priest of the temple,
Pyohun, had profound interest in the Awvatamsaka -sitra. Second, the earth —touching
mudra taken by the central Buddha signifies the Buddha' s attainment of the Great Wisdom,
which is the principal theme of the satra. Third, this sitra describes an assembly of
Buddha's preaching in various heavens including the Trayastrim$a, where Brahma and
Indra are present; Trayastrim$a and Indra are significantly highlighted in the sitra and its
diverse commentaries.

Brahma and Indra were often carved on three-storied stone pagodas and monks  relic
stupas in the form of a pavilion from the late Unified Silla period. Those on stone pagodas

were sometimes misunderstood as Bodhisattvas or devas, Like those on reliquaries, they



usually follow the representations in Seokguram in costume and attributes, They are
different from those on monks' relic stupas in the form of a pavilion, which more resemble
Chinese examples or Esoteric Buddhist types with multi-faces and multi—arms popular in
the contemporaneous China and Japan. Compared with Chinese or Japanese examples,
Brahma and Indra image of the Unified Silla distinctively followed the canon established in
Seokguram rather than adopting new Esoteric Buddhist types fashionable in East Asia during

the 9th century.

46 NI HK - WIERIG 239 7142 41



	석굴암 梵天ㆍ帝釋天像 도상의 기원과 성립
	Ⅰ. 머리말
	Ⅱ. 梵天ㆍ帝釋天도상의 기원과 초기의 예
	Ⅲ. 석굴암 梵天ㆍ帝釋天像과 관련경전
	Ⅳ. 석굴암 梵天ㆍ帝釋天像의 계승과 변용
	Ⅴ. 맺음말
	국문초록
	ABSTRACT


