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[ ABSTRACT]

Stylistic Features of 19th Century Blue and
White Ware as Seen in Dated Materials

Choi, Kyung-hwa

It is said that the 19th century Korea is the golden age for the Blue and White
porcelain, during which its various shapes, patterns, and ornamentation had been developed
and its production increased sharply. The mass production of the Blue and White
Porcelains in the century is indebted to the continuous development of Sabon(F./%), a
porcelain used for private purpose which was started to be produced using a permitted
Yo(Z)by workmen in Punweon(%pz) where official porcelains were produced as a way to
contribute to their support. As rich merchants invested their money into the industry, the
scale of Sabun could grow enough to produce the Blue and White Porcelains in large
quantity for the citizens.

Thanks to mass production, its demand was expanded into a new class most of whose
population were thought to join the aristocratic class by help of money in the 19th centry
when the social class or status was disturbed severely, Whereas the Blue and White
porcelain manufactured in the 18th century has expression of high spirit of noble literary
men with poems and drawing of the Four Gracious Plants, trees or Namlong-styled
scenery, the counterparts in the 19th century are decorated with favorable symbols, for
wealth or longevity, like the Ten Long-Lived Elements, Long-life-and-Happiness Letters, or
peony through which people can express their wish unreservedly, such materials and
decorations seem to reflect the newly emerged class. Taking into the consideration the
historical background of those days that only a few powerful families governed the contury
which itself had been invaded frequently by neighboring nations, admittedly patterns on the

porcelains were very popular to express their wish for peace and happiness.
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This period enjoyed the active production of things of daily necessity like bottles, jar,
dish, bowl, and so on, stationary, and utensils used in religious sacrifices. Especially the
sharp increased of demand for stationary suggeste that it was spread only to decorate the
outside in the nobility. As for the shape, the neck of bottle or jar is lengthened, body is
getting abundant and foot is broad and lowered so that the Blue and White Porcelain
looks stable generally.

Its patterns are so various that they include dragon, Chines phoenix, orchid, grape, lotus
blossom, pomegranate, the Four Gracious Plants, mountains, rivers, chestnut burs, and
waves with fishes to say nothing of Ten Long-Lived Elements and Long-Life and
Happines Letters. These are characterized by power and vitality thanks to their free
organization and strong strokes. It is disclosed that the patterns was relatively simple in
the first half of the 19th century but they began to take more space with wide and wild
strokes and free expression from the late middle of the century. The Blue and White
porcelain produced after the middle of the century has a more complex and gorgeous
patterns and sometimes other sub-patternsin them.

Its face is diversified too. Originally the face of the White Porcelain was dyed with a
cobalt color but now its coloring has been improved to the at most by applying traditional
blue and copper red or ironbrown colors after embossing patterns. Especially, some
water-droppers show techniques such as openwork, intaglio and relief or their combination
to demonstrate the variety of decorating techniques for the Blue and White Porcelain in

the 19th century.
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