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[ ABSTRACT]

A Study on the Paintings of Literati Gathering at
Toksédang in the Early Choson Dynasty

Park, Eun soon

This study considers about three paintings of 16th century with the title of “the Painting
of Literati Gathering at Toksgdang”. Toksddang, a building for reading, was a national
institute for prospective young scholars’ study in the early Chosdn dynasty. These paintings
were made to record special meetings by literati officials who had chosen to study at
Toksgdang under the king’s order. They are not only the record of historical occasions but
also the reflection of the literati’s view of nature and art.

Toksgdang was first established at the year of 1426 under the reign of King Sejong, the
leader of the first Renaissance in Chosgn dynasty. He planned to cultivate men of
knowledge and talent as they were thought to be essential assets of prosperous society
based on Neo Confucian ideology. A few most talented young scholar officials having
passed the national examination and just started their services as officials were selected to
have vacation to focus on study without any burden of official duties. As the belief on
Geomancy in which the circumstances of nature affected people was quiet spread in the
early Chosgn period, the building of Toksgdang was built a very scenic spot with the
most idealistic nature. The belief of Geomancy and the real setting of the building were
reflected on “the Painting of Literati Gathering af Toksddang”.

These three paintings rendered around 1531, 1545, and 1570 started to be represented on
the basis of Ankyon style, the most influential painting style of the day. The painting
around 1531 especially resembled idealistic landscape paintings by Ankydn school in
composition and techniques. But in the painting of 1545 there began to appear much

differences in the pursuit of descriptive rendering of a real scene, that is, Toksddang and
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its surroundings. This attitude and stylistic characteristics were strengthened in the painting
of 1570. With these paintings of ToksGdang we can assure that the tradition of real
landscape paintings and the ideology of Geomancy as a basis of considering nature were
established in the early Chosgn period.

The tradition of real landscape paintings based on Geomancy was looked down upon by
descendant artists. Chong Son(1676-1759), the great master of True View Landscape
Painting in the 18th century ‘was also one of the followers. He shared the new
interpretation of nature with other literati of the day and introduced many inventive
stylistic features reflecting new value and taste, but still worked on the basis of the long
tradition handed down to him through centuries. With these 3 paintings of Toksgdang, we
can be sure that the concept and visual accomplishment of art in Chosgn period was quite
settled down in the early stage of the dynasty, about which we have a long way to go to

find out.
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